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	Research objectives:
· Segmentation purposes: 
· Capture background
· Measure attitudes and knowledge towards VMMC as well as perception for surgical VMMC vs Shang
· Map out behavioral influence towards VMMC
· Understand drivers and barriers towards VMMC
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Understand parent’s perception of their child’s ability to assent for VMMC 
· Identify preferred protocol from parents for the consent process for VMMC



Sample structure:

	
	N

	HARARE
	83

	Hopely
	23

	Glen Norah
	17

	Mabvuku
	23

	Mabelriegn
	10

	Greendale
	10

	MANICALAND
	69

	Buhera
	14

	Mutare Rural
	14

	Chikanga
	11

	Dangamvura
	8

	Murambi
	8

	Sakubva
	7

	Chitomborwizi
	7

	Mashonaland Central
	45

	Rushinga
	16

	Bindura
	29

	Mashonaland East
	53

	Seke/Mahusekwa
	10

	Beatrice 
	13

	Dema
	15

	Epworth
	15

	Mashonaland West
	59

	Zvimba (Murombedzi)
	29

	Norton
	30

	Bulawayo
	26

	Nkulumane
	8

	Emganwini
	9

	Cowdry Park
	9

	Midlands
	63

	Shurugwi
	15

	Gweru
	25

	Kwekwe
	23

	Matabeleland South
	14

	Magwe
	14

	Matabeleland North
	13

	Bubi
	13





Recruitment summary:

	S1. Language 
	Record preferred language for interview

	S2. Gender
	Recruit to quota

	S3. Age
	Record

	S4. District
	Recruit according to quota listed above

	S5. Sons
	Must have at least one son aged between 13 and 16

	S6. Circumcision of son
	At least one son must NOT be circumcised

	S7. Familiarity with circumcision
	Must NOT be unfamiliar with circumcision



1. Consent Verification 

A1. Have you verified that the consent form has been signed?

1. Yes
2. No

[PN: SINGLE CODE. CLOSE IF 2 SELECTED]

2. 	Screener

S1. In which language do you prefer to be asked questions in?

(Please select one answer only)

1. English
2. Shona
3. Ndebele

[PN: SINGLE CODE]



S2.  Which of the following describes how you think of yourself?

(Please select one answer only)

1. Male
2. Female
3. In another way
4. Prefer not to say

[PN: SINGLE CODE] QUOTAS = 50% MALE AND 50% FEMALE



S3. How old are you?

· ____ years
[PN: OPEN NUMERIC, RANGE 20-99]



S4a. Which province in Zimbabwe do you live in?   

1. Bulawayo 
2. Harare
3. Manicaland 
4. Mashonaland Central 
5. Mashonaland East 
6. Mashonaland West 
7. Matabeleland South
8. [bookmark: _Hlk110247006]Matabeleland North
9. Midlands
10. Don’t know / Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CHECK QUOTAS, CLOSE IF SELECT (9) Don’t know/Prefer not to say]


S4b. Which district of Zimbabwe do you live in?   

· ASK IF SELECTED 1 AT S4a: 
· Nkulumane
· Emganwini
· Cowdry Park
· ASK IF SELECTED 2 AT S4a: 
· Hopely
· Glen Norah
· Mabvuku
· Mabelriegn
· Greendale
· ASK IF SELECTED 3 AT S4a: 
· Buhera 
· Mutare Rural
· Chikanga
· Dangamvura
· Murambi
· Sakubva
· Chitomborwizi
· ASK IF SELECTED 4 AT S4a: 
· Rushinga
· Bindura
· ASK IF SELECTED 5 AT S4a: 
· Seke/Mahusekwa
· Beatrice
· Dema
· Epworth
· ASK IF SELECTED 6 AT S4a: 
· Zvimba (Murombedzi)
· Norton
· ASK IF SELECTED 7 AT S4a: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk110251824]Magwe
· ASK IF SELECTED 8 AT S4a : 
· Bubi
· ASK IF SELECTED 8 9 AT S4a: 
· Shurugwi
· Gweru
· Kwekwe
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CHECK QUOTAS]



S5a. Do you have a son, or more than one son, who is between the age of 13-16 years?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CLOSE IF CODE 1 NOT SELECTED]


S5b. How old is your son? If you have more than one son who is between 13-16 years old, I’d like you to pick one son to think about throughout the survey as you answer my questions. How old is the son you will be answering questions about?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. 13
2. 14
3. 15
4. 16

[PN: SINGLE CODE]


S6. Is your son who is [PN: insert age from S5b] uncircumcised?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CLOSE IF YES NOT SELECTED]


S7. Which of the following statements best describes how familiar you are with the term circumcision? How familiar are you with the term circumcision and how much do you know about it?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. I had never heard of male circumcision before today
2. I have heard of circumcision but do not know much about it 
3. I have heard of circumcision, and I know a little bit about it
4. I have heard of circumcision, and I know a lot about it 
5. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE, CLOSE IF CODE 1 OR 5 SELECTED]


3. Main Questionnaire – Section A, Background Profiling

Q1. Thinking of the main earner in your household, what is their main source of income?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. Parental/relative support
2. Farming
3. Private sector employment
4. Civil service/government
5. Spousal support
6. Casual work
7. Domestic work
8. Informal sector
9. Business/self-employed

[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q2. What is the highest level of schooling that someone in your household has achieved?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. Never attended school 
2. Nursery/pre-unit
3. Primary 
4. Secondary/A-level 
5. College (mid-level)
6. University
[PN: SINGLE CODE]

3. Main Questionnaire – Section B, Knowledge and attitudes towards VMMC

MODERATOR: Throughout this survey I will ask you a number of questions about circumcision. Please note that when we talk about circumcision, we mean “Voluntary Male Medical Circumcision” or where a person is circumcised at a medical facility rather than for traditional purposes. 


Q3. Which of these statements best describes how you feel about VMMC and its potential health benefits?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please read out response options

1. VMMC has many health benefits
2. VMMC has some health benefits
3. VMMC has no health benefits
4. Don’t know/prefer not to say – DO NOT READ OUT
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q4. On a scale from 1-5, where 1 = completely agree and 5 = completely disagree, to what extent do you agree with this statement: I believe that most (above 80%) eligible males in Zimbabwe should go for VMMC.

MODERATOR NOTE: Please read out response options

1. Completely agree 
2. Somewhat agree
3. Neither agree nor disagree 
4. Somewhat disagree
5. Completely disagree
6. Don’t know/prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q4b. [If answered 3-5 at Q4] Which males do you think should go for VMMC?

[PN: OPEN RESPONSE]


Q5. On a scale from 1-5, where 1 = very likely and 5 = very unlikely, thinking about your son who is [PN: insert age from S5b] years old, how likely is it that you would let them go for VMMC right now?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please read out response options

1. Very likely 
2. Somewhat likely
3. Neither likely nor unlikely 
4. Somewhat unlikely
5. Very unlikely
6. Don’t know/prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q6a. [PN: ASK THOSE CODING MALE AT S2]. Have you personally been circumcised at a medical facility?

1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q6b. To the best of your knowledge, have any of your male friends or family members been circumcised?

1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q6c. [PN: ASK IF CODE 1 SELECTED AT Q6b] Specifically, which people do you know who have been circumcised?

1. My son/s
2. [PN: SHOW FOR 2 AT S2 ONLY] My husband/partner
3. My father
4. My brother/s
5. My uncle/s
6. My cousin/s
7. My grandfather
8. One of my friends
9. More than one of my friends
10. My peers
11. My colleagues
12. Prefer not to say
[PN: MULTI-CODE]



Q7. Have you ever spoken about circumcision with any of the following people?  Have you ever spoken with anyone about circumcision?

1. My son or sons Yes
2. Health care provider No
3. VMMC mobiliser 
4. Peer mobiliser
5. Teacher
6. Religious leader
7. Community leader
8. Friends
[PN: MULTI CODE]


Q7a. [PN: ASK IF ANSWERED 1 AT Q7] Who have you spoken about circumcision with? 

MODERATOR NOTE: Please allow spontaneous response before probing

1. My son or sons
2. Health care provider
3. VMMC mobiliser 
4. Peer mobiliser
5. Teacher
6. Religious leader
7. Community leader
8. Friends
9. Other: specify..
[PN: MULTI CODE]




Q7b. [PN: ASK IF ANSWERED 1 AT Q7a] On a scale from 1-5 where 1 = completely comfortable and 5 = completely uncomfortable, how comfortable do you feel discussing circumcision with your son? 

MODERATOR NOTE: Please read out response options

1. Completely comfortable 
2. Somewhat comfortable
3. Neither comfortable nor uncomfortable
4. Somewhat uncomfortable
5. Completely uncomfortable
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q8. I am now going to read you a list of statements about circumcision, and I would like you to tell me if you think each statement is true or false. Please note, there are no right or wrong answers, we just want your honest opinions.

	
	
	TRUE
	FALSE
	DON’T KNOW

	1
	Male circumcision reduces the risk of getting HIV or other Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs)
	
	
	

	2
	Male circumcision can prevent cervical cancer in women
	
	
	

	3
	Male circumcision improves cleanliness and hygiene
	
	
	

	4
	Once circumcised a man cannot get any sexual disease, so he no longer has to use condoms to prevent HIV
	
	
	

	5
	After male circumcision the foreskin might be used for witchcraft purposes 
	
	
	

	6
	Male circumcision procedure itself is not painful as one is given a numbing injection
	
	
	

	7
	During the healing process after male circumcision, one experiences constant pain which is difficult to manage
	
	
	

	8
	The risk of serious bleeding after male circumcision is very low
	
	
	

	9
	After you have been circumcised, you must place salt directly onto the wound to help it heal
	
	
	

	10
	When you go to the clinic for circumcision, you cannot change your mind 
	
	
	

	11
	Once you are circumcised, you will never have a foreskin again
	
	
	

	12
	Written consent is needed to have circumcision
	
	
	

	13
	If a boy is under 18 years, their parents have to provide consent and the boy has to provide consent as well (assent) for circumcision
	
	
	

	14
	You have to test for HIV before going for male circumcision
	
	
	

	15
	There is risk of severe infection of the wound if you do not care for the wound properly and keeping wound clean
	
	
	



[PN: SINGLE CODE FOR EACH STATEMENT, RANDOMISE LIST ORDER]


Q9. There are many reasons why a parent may want to have their son go for circumcision. On a scale from 1 –5, where 1 = completely agree and 5 = completely disagree, to what extent do you agree with the following statements?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please fully explain scale in text to respondents

[ACROSS THE GRID]

1. Completely agree
2. Somewhat agree
3. Neither agree nor disagree
4. Somewhat disagree
5. Completely disagree 
6. Don’t know/prefer not to say
[DOWN THE GRID]
· Getting my son circumcised is the responsible thing to do as a parent
· I want my child to get circumcised because it’s what other boys in the community are doing
· I want my child to get circumcised because a mobiliser recommended it to me
· I want my child to get circumcised because a healthcare provided recommended it to me 
· Circumcision is in line with my cultural practices
· Circumcision is in line with my religious beliefs
· It is important to circumcise boys before they become sexually active
· Circumcision is important for personal hygiene
· Circumcision is important for prevention of sexually transmitted diseases like HIV

[PN: SINGLE CODE PER STATEMENT, RANDOMISE STATEMENTS]


Q10. There are also many reasons why a parent may not want to have their son go for circumcision. On a scale from 1 –5, where 1 = completely agree and 5 = completely disagree, to what extent do you agree with the following statements?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please fully explain scale in text to respondents

[ACROSS THE GRID]

1. Completely agree
2. Somewhat agree
3. Neither agree nor disagree
4. Somewhat disagree
5. Completely disagree 
6. Don’t know/prefer not to say

[DOWN THE GRID]

· Circumcision is not necessary for my child at this age
· I do not believe that male circumcision is useful
· I worry my child won’t be able to handle the pain of the procedure
· I worry about having an operation on my son’s penis 
· I am concerned about my child’s ability to take care of the wound
· I am worried that circumcision is unsafe
· I don’t think my child understands why it is important to get circumcised 
· I don’t want my child to miss school while recovering from the procedure
· I would rather let my son decide on his own when he is older
· If something went wrong with the procedure, I would regret it
· I would prefer someone else in my family make the decision 
· I do not have time to go to the clinic with my son
· I do not have money to pay for pain medication for my son
· Circumcision is against my religious/ cultural beliefs


3. Main Questionnaire – Section C, Shang Ring vs. Surgical VMMC

Q11. We are now going to talk about a method of circumcision known as the Shang Ring. Have you ever seen or heard about Shang Ring before today?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. Yes
2. No
3. Prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]



MODERATOR READ OUT: There is a new circumcision method called the Shang Ring. With surgical VMMC you will get an injection to numb the penis, the foreskin is cut, and then you will get stitches to help the wound heal. With Shang Ring method, you will not have a numbing injection – instead, a numbing cream is applied to the penis. The ring is applied to the penis. The foreskin is removed to stop the bleeding. Instead of having stitches, you will wear the ring for 7 days. After 7 days you will return to the clinic to get the ring removed. The Shang Ring procedure usually takes 5-10 minutes, while surgical VMMC takes closer to 20-30 minutes.

MODERATOR: Show cards of Shang Ring + surgical VMMC – ONLY SHOW AFTER READING PASSGE



Q12. What do you think are the benefits of circumcision using Shang Ring compared with surgical circumcision, if any?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code spontaneous mentions.

1. Quick procedure time
2. It is a new method
3. There is less pain than surgical circumcision
4. Anaesthetic is a gel/cream rather than an injection
5. There are no stitches
6. The wound aftercare seems easier than surgical circumcision 
7. The recovery process seems simpler than surgical circumcision 
8. Other: please specify
9. There are no benefits
10. Prefer not to say
[PN: MULTI CODE/ PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]


Q12a. What do you think are the benefits of surgical circumcision compared with Shang Ring, if any?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code spontaneous mentions.

1. Surgical circumcision is a trusted method
2. HCPs have experience conducting surgical VMMC
3. I have had surgical VMMC so I am familiar with it
4. Other people I know have had surgical VMMC so I am familiar with it
5. There is no need to go back to the clinic to get a ring removed
6. I don’t like the idea of wearing a ring for 7 days
7. Surgical VMMC is not very painful
8. [bookmark: _Hlk110243273]The wound aftercare seems easier than Shang Ring
9. The recovery process seems simpler than Shang Ring 
10. Other: please specify
11. There are no benefits
12. Prefer not to say
[PN: MULTI CODE/ PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]


Q13. I’m interested to hear if you have a preference between different kinds of circumcision. Thinking about your son who is [PN: insert age from S5b] years old, is there a circumcision method that you would prefer them to have?  I’m interested to hear if you have a preference between different kinds of circumcision. Thinking about your son who is [PN: insert age from S5b] years old, which of these statements do you most agree with?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please read out response options

1. I would prefer my son to have Surgical circumcision 
2. I would prefer my son to have Shang Ring
3. I would be happy with either option
4. I would not be happy for them to have any VMMC method at this age
5. Prefer not to say
6. Others: specify..
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


3. Main Questionnaire – Section D, Assent and Consent 

MODERATOR SAY: The last set of questions I have today are about the ability of adolescents, such as your child, to provide assent to a procedure like VMMC. In Zimbabwe, a parent or legal guardian must provide permission for their child under 18 to get VMMC (called consent), as well as the adolescent’s agreement, which is called assent. Usually, the healthcare provider will obtain assent from the adolescent in person, and consent from the parent in person or through a signed form.

For the context of this research please think of assent as meaning the ability of your son to make his own informed decisions.

Moderator Note: Please check in to see if they understand or have any questions about assent


Q14. On a scale from 1 to 5 where 1 = completely agree and 5 = completely disagree, to what extent do you agree that your son who is [PN: insert age from S5b] years old is mature enough to decide whether he wants to go for VMMC or not?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please fully explain scale in text to respondents

1. Completely agree
2. Somewhat agree
3. Neither agree nor disagree 
4. Somewhat disagree 
5. Completely disagree
6. Don’t know/prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q15.  On a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = completely agree and 5 = completely disagree, to what extent do you agree with the following statements about the circumcision process for your son?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please fully explain scale in text to respondents

[ACROSS THE GRID]

1. Completely agree
2. Somewhat agree
3. Neither agree nor disagree 
4. Somewhat disagree 
5. Completely disagree
6. Don’t know/prefer not to say

[DOWN THE GRID]

· I would like a phone call from a health care provider to verify my consent once my son gets to the clinic without me for the procedure
· I would like my son to sign a form to confirm their assent to the procedure at the clinic before the procedure
· I would like my son to have the option to be seen again in clinic after the procedure to ensure no complications have arisen
· I would like a health care provider to call my son following the procedure to ensure no complications have arisen

[PN: SINGLE CODE PER STATEMENT]


Q16.  Besides the health care provider doing the circumcision, would you like another adult to be in the clinic with your son for him to be circumcised?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. Yes, I need / want another adult to be there
2. No, I am comfortable with no other adults being there besides the health care provider
3. Don’t know/prefer not to say
4. Other: specify

[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q17. [PN: ASK IF ANSWERED 1 AT Q16]. You said you would you need to be in the clinic with your son for him to be circumcised. Would you want the adult to be you or your partner, or would another adult be okay?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses; code appropriately

1. I would only be comfortable with me or my partner being there
2. Another adult could be there
3. Don’t know/prefer not to say

[PN: SINGLE CODE]


Q18. [PN: ASK IF ANSWERED 2 AT Q17]. Which other adult would you want to accompany your son to the clinic for circumcision?

MODERATOR: Do not read out responses. Code spontaneous mentions.

1. A VMMC mobiliser 
2. A teacher
3. Another family member like an older brother or uncle
4. A family friend
5. Other: specify 
6. Don’t know/prefer not to say
[PN: SINGLE CODE] [PN: MULTI SELECT, DON’T KNOW = SINGLE SELECT]


Q19. After the circumcision, your child will be given some information about how best to care for their wound during the recovery period. In what format would you find this most useful?

MODERATOR NOTE: Please do not read out responses BUT fine to probe; able to select up to 3

1. Pamphlet given out at the clinic
2. Phone call from the healthcare provider once my son is back home
3. Face-to-face conversation between me and a VMMC mobiliser
4. Face-to-face conversation between me and a healthcare provider
5. Hotline to call 
6. WhatsApp chatbot 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk110243931]SMS/Text message
8. Website with key information
9. Other: please specify
10. Don’t know/prefer not to say
[PN: SELECT UP TO 3, RANDOMISE STATEMENTS, ANCHOR: PREFER NOT TO SAY, PREFER NOT TO SAY = SINGLE CODE]



THANK PARTICIPANT FOR THEIR TIME

END OF SURVEY
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