INTERVIEW GUIDE
INFECTION CONTROL GAPS IN RURAL CROSS RIVER STATE, NIGERIA: MEDICAL STUDENTS’ OBSERVATIONAL STUDY OF TRADITIONAL HEALTH PRACTITIONERS
Overview of The Study
This study is an observation study, showing medical students’ perspective on infection control practices and gaps among traditional health practitioners in rural Cross River State, Nigeria.
Confidentiality
Your privacy and confidentiality are paramount; all information you provide will be strictly confidential, used only for research purposes. No personal identifiers will be included in any reports or publications. Participation in this study is voluntary; you are free to withdraw at any time without consequences. Your honest input is appreciated and will greatly contribute to infection control practices in rural Cross River State, Nigeria.

1.0  Health Care Services
· Describe a typical procedure, or session and scope of health services rendered.
· What type of health conditions do you usually treat?

2.0 Observed Infection Control Practices
· How was the observed environmental sanitation in the facility?
· How is the available infrastructure?
· Are there available water resources, including running potable water?
· How are medical and sewage wastes disposed? 
· What personal protective equipment (PPE), such as gloves, masks, or cleaning supplies, do you use during procedures?
· How do you handle infectious materials, tools, or contaminated surfaces?
· Are there accessible medical records of patients, services, instruments?
· What are the methods of instrument sterilization are used?
· Are there standard hand washing precautions before and after seeing a patient.
· 
· Are there any hand hygiene or disinfection practices observed before, during, and after procedures?
· Do you follow any specific protocols to prevent infection transmission? If so, what are they?
· Has any training on Infection control be done in the past year?
· Has any training of hospital waste management been done in the past year?

3.0 Knowledge, Attitudes, and Beliefs
· Are you aware of infection risks involved in this practice?
· Are there any cultural beliefs that affect infection control practices?
4.0 Challenges and Barriers
· What challenges do you face in implementing infection prevention measures?
· What resource limitations do you face?
5.0 Collaboration and Referrals
· How do practitioners communicate, and refer to formal health professionals?
· Do there have a functional referral system?
6.0 Recommendations
· What improvements could be made to enhance Infection control practices.
· How can medical students support health practices in rural Nigeria?






