Surgery details
Temperature loggers were sterilized using ethylene oxide gas. For post-operative analgesia, 0.2 mg/kg meloxicam (Metacam®, Boehringer Ingelheim, Germany) was administered subcutaneously. For surgery, the animals were kept in dorsal recumbency. An appropriate area caudal to the umbilicus was clipped and swabbed with chlorhexidine in 60% ethyl alcohol (Klorhexidin®, Fresenius Kabi Norge AS, Halden, Norway). For access to the peritoneal cavity, a ventral midline incision was made using standard surgical procedures and the temperature logger was placed free-floating in the peritoneal cavity. The incision was closed in two layers with absorbable sutures (PDS®, Johnsen & Johnsen, Diegem, Belgium) and the skin wound was covered with a spray dressing (Opsite®, Smith & Nephew Medical Ltd, Hull, England).

Calculations of energy savings
Percentage of energy saved by reducing Tb was based on the following formula:

MR1 represents metabolic rate at mean Tb in March (38.5°C) at on average -10°C ambient temperature and MR2 represents metabolic rate when Tb is reduced to (35.8°C) at the same ambient temperature. Calculation based on Heldmaier and Ruf [1] 

Thermal conductance ( C) is calculated for a wolverine of 10 kg based on Aschoff [2] 
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