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Checklist to identify study limitations

	Objective/research question
	Is the research question/aim of the study clearly stated?

	
	Is the importance of the research question stated?

	Methodology/research design
	Is population/comparator   of the study clearly defined?

	
	Is the type of analysis clearly explained?

	
	Is the rationale for chosen analysis type provided?

	
	Is the chosen analysis type adequate/best way to address the research question?  

	
	Is outcome variable clearly identified?

	
	Are predictor variables selected appropriately?

	Data
	Are the data sources mentioned clearly?

	
	Is data publicly available?

	
	Is the selected data appropriate to address the research question?

	
	Is the chosen time horizon of the data adequate to measure relevant effects of variables?

	
	Are variables measured in appropriate units?

	
	Is the sampling strategy relevant to address the research question?

	
	Is the sampling representative of the target population?

	
	Is there any sampling bias?

	Results/findings
	Are results/findings discussed adequately?  

	
	Are results/findings appropriate to address the research question?

	
	Are the results/findings interpreted as correlation or causation or neither?

	
	Does conclusion follow from the results/finding?
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