Table S1. Unweighted Characteristics of 3–5 Year Old Children by Breastfeeding Patterns (NSCH 2018–2023)
	Variable
	Level
	Never breastfed

	Breastfed <6 months
	Breastfed to 6 months, not exclusive
	Exclusively breastfed 6 months
	P-value

	Total N 
	
	7937 
	11201
	14338
	[bookmark: _GoBack]14682
	

	Autism 
	No 
	7579 (95.5%)
	10739 (95.9%)
	13979 (97.5%)
	14392 (98%)
	<0.001

	
	Yes
	358 (4.5%)
	462 (4.1%)
	359 (2.5%)
	290 (2%)
	

	Sex
	Male
	4059 (51.1%)
	5750 (51.3%)
	7554 (52.7%)
	7364 (50.2%)
	<0.001

	
	Female
	3878 (48.9%)
	5451 (48.7%)
	6784 (47.3%)
	7318 (49.8%)
	

	Race Ethnicity
	Hispanic
	1129 (14.2%)
	1699 (15.2%)
	1837 (12.8%)
	1766 (12%)
	<0.001

	
	Non-Hispanic White
	4895 (61.7%)
	7450 (66.5%)
	9588 (66.9%)
	10372 (70.6%)
	

	
	Non-Hispanic Black
	888 (11.2%)
	607 (5.4%)
	550 (3.8%)
	555 (3.8%)
	

	
	Multi-racial, non-Hispanic
	1025 (12.9%)
	1445 (12.9%)
	2363 (16.5%)
	1989 (13.5%)
	

	Low Birth Weight
	Yes
	942 (11.9%)
	1277 (11.4%)
	1279 (8.9%)
	823 (5.6%)
	<0.001

	
	No
	6995 (88.1%)
	9924 (88.6%)
	13059 (91.1%)
	13859 (94.4%)
	

	Parent Education
	Less than high school
	290 (3.7%)
	203 (1.8%)
	185 (1.3%)
	174 (1.2%)
	<0.001

	
	High school or GED
	1945 (24.5%)
	1589 (14.2%)
	919 (6.4%)
	1017 (6.9%)
	

	
	Some college or technical school
	2293 (28.9%)
	2908 (26%)
	2055 (14.3%)
	2315 (15.8%)
	

	
	College degree or higher
	3409 (43%)
	6501 (58%)
	11179 (78%)
	11176 (76.1%)
	

	Number of Children
	1 child
	3180 (40.1%)
	4327 (38.6%)
	4359 (30.4%)
	3699 (25.2%)
	<0.001

	
	2 children
	3146 (39.6%)
	4908 (43.8%)
	6992 (48.8%)
	7348 (50%)
	

	
	3 children
	1094 (13.8%)
	1519 (13.6%)
	2287 (16%)
	2684 (18.3%)
	

	
	4 or more children
	517 (6.5%)
	447 (4%)
	700 (4.9%)
	951 (6.5%)
	

	Born Premature
	Yes
	1094 (13.8%)
	1611 (14.4%)
	1568 (10.9%)
	1064 (7.2%)
	<0.001

	
	No
	6843 (86.2%)
	9590 (85.6%)
	12770 (89.1%)
	13618 (92.8%)
	

	Poverty Level
	0-99% of poverty level
	1683 (21.2%)
	1438 (12.8%)
	1063 (7.4%)
	1224 (8.3%)
	<0.001

	
	100-199% of poverty level
	1723 (21.7%)
	1998 (17.8%)
	1764 (12.3%)
	2080 (14.2%)
	

	
	200-399% of poverty level
	2332 (29.4%)
	3551 (31.7%)
	4228 (29.5%)
	4692 (32%)
	

	
	400% or more of poverty level
	2199 (27.7%)
	4214 (37.6%)
	7283 (50.8%)
	6686 (45.5%)
	

	Age (years)
	Mean ± SD 
	4.05 ± 0.82 
	3.99 ± 0.82 
	3.98 ± 0.82 
	4.01 ± 0.82  
	<0.001


Notes: This table presents raw counts and unweighted percentages.

