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SUPPLEMENTARY METHODS


Data Source:
The sampling frame was comprised of established panels maintained by Ipsos, including the proprietary globally managed Ipsos iSay Panels and locally owned Ipsos Panels. To facilitate the recruitment of participants, other sources were also drawn upon, as needed:

(1) Traditional research panels.
(2) Rewards or loyalty communities of potential participants that had previously indicated cooperation for data collection in exchange for an incentive.
(3) Intercepts that asked potential participants to participate in the survey for a reward while they were engaged in another activity (e.g. playing an online game or reading news). These intercepts included offerwalls (in-application advertisements), affiliate networks, social media and other platforms.
(4) Sample exchanges.
(5) Direct-to-survey channel that accessed potential participants directly through social media platforms.



SUPPLEMENTARY RESULTS

Table S1: Public support of and attitudes toward decriminalization of possession of illegal drugs

	
	
	
	

	
	Frequency a
	Percentage a
	Standard Error

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Support

	
	
	

	I support the decriminalization of illicit drugs policy in BC [British Columbia]
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	301
	25.8
	1.3

	Disagree
	188
	15.6
	1.1

	Neutral
	216
	18.7
	1.2

	Agree
	275
	22.4
	1.3

	Strongly Agree
	131
	10.6
	0.9

	Not Sure
	77
	6.9
	0.8

	
Attitudes

Decriminalization will reduce the criminalization of people who use drugs in BC [British Columbia]
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	173
	14.5
	1.1

	Disagree
	159
	13.4
	1.0

	Neutral
	195
	16.4
	1.1

	Agree
	460
	38.5
	1.5

	Strongly Agree
	139
	11.5
	1.0

	Not Sure
	64
	5.7
	0.7

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization will reduce rates of drug overdoses
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	336
	28.7
	1.4

	Disagree
	315
	26.7
	1.4

	Neutral
	178
	14.8
	1.1

	Agree
	191
	15.4
	1.1

	Strongly Agree
	79
	6.1
	0.7

	Not Sure
	96
	8.3
	0.9

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization will reduce the stigma associated with drug use
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	232
	19.4
	1.2

	Disagree
	298
	25.7
	1.3

	Neutral
	218
	18.6
	1.2

	Agree
	272
	22.0
	1.2

	Strongly Agree
	73
	5.9
	0.7

	Not Sure
	97
	8.4
	0.9

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization has positively influenced my views of people who use drugs
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	320
	27.3
	1.4

	Disagree
	302
	25.4
	1.3

	Neutral
	309
	25.1
	1.3

	Agree
	147
	12.5
	1.0

	Strongly Agree
	45
	3.4
	0.5

	Not Sure
	71
	6.3
	0.8

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization will encourage drug use experimentation
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	76
	5.9
	0.7

	Disagree
	171
	13.9
	1.0

	Neutral
	206
	17.2
	1.2

	Agree
	351
	28.9
	1.4

	Strongly Agree
	288
	24.4
	1.3

	Not Sure
	102
	9.6
	1.0

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization has made me feel less safe in my community
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	109
	9.2
	0.9

	Disagree
	230
	19.0
	1.2

	Neutral
	277
	23.5
	1.3

	Agree
	259
	21.9
	1.3

	Strongly Agree
	259
	21.8
	1.3

	Not Sure
	54
	4.7
	0.7

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization will decrease drug-related crimes in my community
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	301
	25.6
	1.3

	Disagree
	288
	24.4
	1.3

	Neutral
	194
	16.6
	1.1

	Agree
	218
	17.4
	1.1

	Strongly Agree
	92
	7.8
	0.8

	Not Sure
	97
	8.2
	0.8

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization will reduce policing and law enforcement costs and resources
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	194
	16.1
	1.1

	Disagree
	235
	20.4
	1.2

	Neutral
	219
	18.4
	1.2

	Agree
	324
	26.2
	1.3

	Strongly Agree
	127
	10.7
	0.9

	Not Sure
	93
	8.1
	0.9

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization will improve access to treatment and supports for people who use drugs
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	217
	18.4
	1.2

	Disagree
	211
	17.5
	1.2

	Neutral
	248
	21.2
	1.3

	Agree
	326
	26.7
	1.3

	Strongly Agree
	91
	7.4
	0.8

	Not Sure
	100
	8.8
	0.9

	
	
	
	

	Decriminalization is a positive step towards recognizing drug use as a health issue rather than a criminal issue
	
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	215
	17.7
	1.2

	Disagree
	181
	15.3
	1.1

	Neutral
	228
	19.7
	1.2

	Agree
	350
	29.2
	1.4

	Strongly Agree
	137
	10.9
	0.9

	Not Sure
	81
	7.2
	0.8

	
	
	
	


a Frequencies are unweighted and percentages are weighted

