Additional file 2. Deduplication strategy
1. If all available information on author, year, title, journal, number and pages suggest it is the same record, it was regarded as a duplicate record.

2. If the records differ on author, journal title, volume and/or pages, the Digital Object Identifier numbers were compared. If identical, the reports were regarded as duplicates.

3. If the records differ on author, journal title, volume and/or pages, the abstracts were compared. If identical, the reports were regarded as duplicates.

4. If multiple records of the same trial were found to be added to the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL) at different times with limited or no information on journal title, volume, and pages, the records were regarded as duplicates.

5. If multiple conference abstracts were found to report on the same study, the one with the longest follow-up, the latest one or the one with most information was chosen and the others regarded as duplicates.

6. If several records were deemed to communicate on the same study, the full text record was chosen and the others (e.g., conference abstracts, protocols) treated as duplicates.

7. If we find conference abstracts communicating on a protocol and the original protocol, we will regard the conference abstract as a duplicate.

8. If we find only a conference abstract reporting on a protocol of a study, but no protocol, the abstract will be treated as a protocol.

9. If multiple protocols were found, we picked the one last updated or published and regarded the others as duplicates.
