Supplementary materials

Search strategy
We developed a search strategy in MEDLINE using a combination of keywords and Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) terms as follows: (“rib fractures”[MeSH Terms] OR rib fractures[Title/Abstract] OR “flail chest”[MeSH Terms] OR “flail chest”[Title/Abstract]) AND (“thoracic surgical procedures”[MeSH Terms] OR thoracic surgical procedures[Title/Abstract] OR (“fracture fixation”[MeSH Terms]) OR (fracture fixation[Title/Abstract]) OR “surgical procedure, operative”[MeSH Terms] or “surgical procedure, operative”[Title/Abstract] OR surgical[Title/Abstract]) AND (randomized controlled trial[Publication Type] OR controlled clinical trial[Publication Type] OR randomized[Title/Abstract] OR placebo[Title/Abstract] OR drug therapy[MeSH Subheadings] OR randomly[Title/Abstract] OR trial[Title/Abstract] OR groups[Title/Abstract] NOT (animals[MeSH Terms] NOT humans[MeSH Terms])). 

