Supplementary Table S6. Operational Definitions and Harmonization Rules
	Outcome / construct
	Definition used in this review
	Typical analysis unit
	Time-window handling
	Pooling rule / review note

	ABI
	Ankle-brachial index reported as a continuous perfusion-related measure.
	Usually patient-level
	Pooled only within aligned short-term or mid-term windows.
	Eligible for mean-difference pooling when follow-up windows and reporting units were sufficiently comparable.

	Distal oxygenation variables
	Toe oxygen saturation, transcutaneous oxygen pressure, or closely related distal tissue oxygenation measures.
	Patient-level or limb-level as reported; not mixed within a pool
	Window-specific pooling only when follow-up alignment was adequate.
	Pooled only when both construct and numerical scale were directly comparable; otherwise summarized narratively.

	Pain score
	Numerical pain score reported on a 0-10 scale, including VAS or NRS.
	Patient-level
	Short-term and mid-term analyses kept separate.
	Main pooled analyses retained only directly comparable 0-10 pain scales; Group C sensitivity analysis excluded the single NRS-based study.

	Skin temperature
	Affected-foot skin temperature reported in degrees Celsius.
	Usually patient-level
	Short-term pooling only.
	Pooled only when directly comparable postoperative measurements were available.

	Wound/ulcer healing time
	Time required for ulcer or wound healing.
	Patient-level or limb-level as reported; not mixed within a pool
	Interpreted as a later healing-related endpoint.
	Never combined with bone-window healing time or with binary healing-rate outcomes.

	Bone-window healing time
	Time to healing of the cortical bone window or osteotomy site.
	Procedure-level or patient-level depending on report
	Not pooled with ulcer-healing outcomes.
	Considered a distinct construct and summarized separately when reported.

	Major amputation
	Amputation above the ankle when explicitly reported.
	Usually limb-level
	No harmonized pooled window retained.
	Reporting was sparse and structurally inconsistent; this outcome was summarized narratively rather than retained as a formal pooled estimate.

	Adverse events / complications
	Procedure-related adverse events, including incision infection, pin-tract infection, osteomyelitis, osteotomy-site fracture, skin necrosis, and related complications when reported.
	Patient-level as reported
	Follow-up period varied by study.
	Total adverse-event counts were pooled only when sufficiently comparable; specific event types are summarized in Supplementary Table S7.

	Total effective rate
	Composite response outcome based on each study's original criteria.
	Patient-level or limb-level as reported
	Short-term only in retained pooling.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Analyzed separately and interpreted cautiously because definitions were composite and were not equivalent to wound healing or limb salvage.

	Binary healing outcomes
	Healing rate, wound closure, or ulcer closure reported as a dichotomous endpoint.
	Usually limb-level
	Window-specific when possible.
	Not merged with total effective rate and not treated as interchangeable with healing time.


Abbreviations: ABI, ankle-brachial index; NRS, numerical rating scale; VAS, visual analogue scale.
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