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This search will be based on the following MeSH terms and keywords:
Search strategy to locate alcohol dependence:
1. alcohol related disorders.mp. or exp Alcoholism/ or exp Alcohol-Related Disorders/ (99745)
2. exp Alcohol Drinking/ or drinking behaviour.mp. or exp Drinking Behavior/ (60216) 
3. exp Alcohol Withdrawal Delirium/ or exp Substance Withdrawal Syndrome/ or alcohol withdrawal.mp. (21750)
4. alcohol dependence.mp. (7160)
5. exp Substance-Related Disorders/ or alcohol dependent.mp. or exp Substance Withdrawal Syndrome/ (234093) 
6. alcohol abuse.mp.  (11498)
7. alcohol abstinence.mp. or exp Alcohol Abstinence/  (662)
8. alcohol addiction.mp. (803)
9. alcohol misuse.mp. or exp Alcohol-Related Disorders/  (100170)
10. alcohol abstinence.mp. or exp Alcohol Abstinence/  (662)
11. alcohol craving.mp.  (504)  
12. exp Alcohol Drinking/ or alcohol$ beverage$.mp. or exp Alcoholic Beverages/  (67210)
13. exp Alcoholic Intoxication/ or alcohol intoxication.mp.  (12292)
14. substance related disorder.mp. or exp Substance-Related Disorders/  (233911)
1. 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14  (291208)
Search strategy to locate acupuncture:
16. exp Acupuncture Analgesia/ or exp Acupuncture Therapy/ or exp Acupuncture/ or exp Acupuncture Points/ or exp Acupuncture, Ear/ or acupuncture.mp.  (20219)
17. auricular acupuncture.mp.  (221) 
18. electroacupuncture.mp. or exp Electroacupuncture/  (3318)
19. body acupuncture.mp.  (107)
20. medical acupuncture.mp.  (54)
21. traditional acupuncture.mp.  (167)
22. traditional Chinese medicine.mp. or exp Medicine, Chinese Traditional/  (17648)
23. alternative therapy.mp. or exp Complementary Therapies/ (186552)
16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23 (191988)
Search strategy to locate human studies: 
· Humans/ (14029583)
Search strategy to locate RCTs:
26. exp Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/ or RCT.mp.  (105076)
27. 15 and 24 and 25 and 26  (35)






Appendix S2 – Risk of Bias Tables
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Item e Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation Yes  :||Sequence generation was allocated 24 hrs
after admission to the trial.

Allocation concealment? Unclear | |“For randomisation, we used allocation

Lnclear <] ceaiment. There s nsufficiont

information to assess the concealment of
the groups.

Blinding ‘No :|| Participants were not blind to group
allocation.

Incomplete outcome data Yes  :||Attrition rate- Intervention= 34.5%

addressed Control= 29.6% ANCOVA repeated and no
further significant effects were found.

Free of selective reporting Yes. +] || The outcome measures were reported.

Free of other bias No +| [[Participants were not blinded. Potentially

simple random error and systematic error.
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Item e Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation Yes +| | Computerised random numbers
generated the sequence.

Allocation concealment? Unclear | || This information was not reported.

Blinding Yes  :||The participants and outcome assessors
were blind to group allocation.

Incomplete outcome data Yes  :||All participants completed the trial and

addressed none were lost to follow up.

Free of selective reporting Yes  :|| The outcome measure was reported and
was included in the meta-analysis.

Free of other bias Yes  :||Study appears to be free from other

sources of bias.
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Item

Authors'
judgement

Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation

Unclear ¢

“Numbered randomly”. There is
insufficient information to assess the
sequence generation.

Allocation concealment?

Unclear ¢

The allocation concealment was not
reported.

Blinding

Unclear ¢

The blinding of the participants was not
reported.

Incomplete outcome data. Yes  :| | All participants completed the trial,
addressed inpatient status enabled this.
Free of selective reporting Yes +| | All outcome measures were reported.

Free of other bias

Unclear ¢

There is insufficient information to assess
other potential bias.
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(e judgement

Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation | [yes + | | Random number table was used to
generate the sequence.

Allocation concealment? ‘Yes  :|| The secretary was responsible for
allocating participants to groups using
sealed envelopes sequentially.

Blinding Yes  :|| The patients, counsellors, outcome
assessors were blind to group allocation.
The exception was the acupuncturist who
was unaware of group allocation.

Incomplete outcome data. ‘No :|||Attrition rate- Groupl=47.8% Group2=
addressed 50% Group3= 75% Reasons: inability to get
time off work, moving out of area, going
to prison, pain during acupuncture,
referral to other agency.

Free of selective reporting Yes  :|| All outcome measures were reported and
the data could be included in the
meta-analysis.

Free of other bias “Yes  :|| Studyappears to be free from other
sources of bias.
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Item e Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation Unclear ] | This information was not reported.

Allocation concealment? Yes  :||Sealed envelopes were used to conceal
group allocation.

Blinding Yes  :||The patients and staff were blind to group
allocation. The exception of the
acupuncturist who was aware of this
information.

Incomplete outcome data No +| | Attrition rate- Intervention=32.3%

addressed Control= 48.3%

Free of selective reporting Yes  :||The outcome measures were reported and
the data could be included in the
meta-analysis.

Free of other bias Unclear ¢] | The study appears to be free from other

sources of bias.
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Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation

Unclear ¢

Insufficient information was reported to
assess sequence generation.

Allocation concealment?

Unclear ¢

Insufficient information was reported to
assess allocation concealment

Blinding CUnclear : | || The blinding of participants was not
[uacie=z] reported.

Incomplete outcome data Yes i - .

i Al participants completed the trial.

Free of selective reporting Yes ¢ | |All statistical information was reported.

Free of other bias

Unclear ¢

There is insufficient information to report
any other sources of bias.





image11.png
Authors'

Item e Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation Unclear | | No information was reported on sequence
[Unclear 3] generation.

Allocation concealment? Unclear ] | No information was reported on allocation
;J concealment.

Blinding ‘No :|| Participants were not blinded to group
allocation. Outcome assessor (neurologist)
was blinded to group allocation.

Incomplete outcome data No +| | Attrition rate Intervention= 6% Control=

addressed 33.5%. Unequal numbers across groups

Free of selective reporting Yes  :||All outcome measures have been reported
and the data could be used in the
meta-analysis.

Free of other bias No +| | Participants were not blinded and

insufficient information regarding
randomisation.
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(e judgement

Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation Yes | |Sequence generation was allocated 24
hours after admission to the trial.

Allocation concealment? Yes +| | Determined independently at a site remote
from hospital prior to start of study.
Schedule was unblocked, generated by
drawing lots and concealed using sealed,
opaque, sequentially numbered
envelopes, which were opened only after a
patient had definitely been registered in
the trial.

Blinding ‘No :||Ethical approval was denied to use
placebo needles.

Incomplete outcome data ‘ves  :||1participantallocated to sham laser was
addressed withdrawn and therefore lost to follow up
after a clinical decision to stop allocated
intervention because of a lack of efficacy.
There was no influence on the results.

Free of selective reporting Yes + ] || All the outcome measures were reported.

Free of other bias ‘No :|| Participants were not blind to
acupuncture, potentially detection bias.
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Item e Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation | [yes : | | Random numbers were used to generate
sequence allocation.

Allocation concealment? Unclear | | No information on allocation concealment
was reported.

Blinding “Unclear + | ||The information reporting blinding to
participants is unclear and cannot be
determined whether participants were
blind to group allocation.

Incomplete outcome data Unclear | | No information reported and uinable to

addressed work out from statistical information

Free of selective reporting Yes +| | All outcome measures have been reported.

Free of other bias Unclear ¢ | Insufficient information to detect other

sources of bias.
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judgement
Adequate sequence generation Unclear | |"Randomly divided”. There is insufficient
[Unclear 3] data to assess the sequence generation.
Allocation concealment? Unclear | || This information was not reported.
Blinding CUnclear : | || There was no information regarding
Lncler 3] blinding reported.

Incomplete outcome data. Yes  :| | All participants completed the trial. No

addressed participants were lost to follow up.

Free of selective reporting ‘No :|||The data reporting liver cirrhosis was
adequate however the data reporting
withdrawal was insufficient and had to be
excluded from the meta-analysis.

Free of other bias Unclear : | | There was insufficient information to

assess for other potential bias.
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Authors'
judgement

Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation

Unclear ¢

“Randomly divided". There is insufficient
information to assess sequence
generation.

Allocation concealment?

Unclear ¢

This information was not reported.

Blinding Unclear | || This information was not reported.
Incomplete outcome data Yes +| | Inpatient status enabled all participants to
addressed complete the trial

Free of selective reporting Yes +| | All outcome measures were reported.

Free of other bias

Unclear ¢

There is insufficient information to assess
for other potential bias.
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Item e Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation Unclear | ||No information on sequence generation
was reported.

Allocation concealment? Unclear | ||No information on randomisation was
reported.

Blinding ‘Yes :|||The patients, authors and outcome
assessors evaluating outcome
measurements were blind to group
allocation.

Incomplete outcome data No +| [[Attrition rate intervention group= 63%

addressed control group= 91% Uneven numbers
across groups

Free of selective reporting ‘Yes :|||All outcome measures have been reported
and could be included in the
meta-analysis.

Free of other bias No +| [unclear randomisation and high attrition

rate which could have influenced outcome.
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Authors'

Support for judgement

judgement

Adequate sequence generation Yes  +||Blocks of 16 to 4 treatment conditions
(separately for males and females) was
used to generate the sequence.

Allocation concealment? Unclear 3| | This information was not reported.

Blinding Yes | | Participants were blind to group allocation.

Incomplete outcome data. Yes  +|| Overallattrition rate 29.2% evenly

addressed distributed across 4 groups.

Free of selective reporting No +| | Insufficient statistical data were reported
and the study had to be excluded from the
meta-analysis.

Free of other bias Yes  +||Noimbalances at randomisation, sufficient

blinding. Study appears to be free of other
sources of bias.
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Item e Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation Unclear : | ||Sequence generation information was not
reported.

Allocation concealment? Unclear | | Allocation concealment was not reported.

Blinding Yes  :||The patients and outcome assessors
evaluating measurements were blind to
group allocation.

Incomplete outcome data Yes +| | No participants were lost due to inpatient

addressed status.

Free of selective reporting ‘No :||Insufficient statistical data were provided
post-treatment and therefore the study
had to be excluded from the
meta-analysis.

Free of other bias Unclear : | |[Study appears free from other sources of

bias.
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Support for judgement

Adequate sequence generation

Unclear ¢

There is insufficient information to assess
sequence generation.

Allocation concealment?

Unclear ¢

There is insufficient information to assess
allocation concealment.

Blinding Yes  :||Participants were blind to the group
allocation.

Incomplete outcome data Yes i - .

U All participants completed the trial.

Free of selective reporting Yes  :|| The outcome measure was reported and

the data could be included in the
meta-analysis.

Free of other bias

Unclear ¢

Insufficient information reported to
examine other sources of bias.





