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Additional file 2: Sedation protocols
Reported as supplement to the manuscript entitled: The effect of dexmedetomidine on cerebral perfusion and oxygenation in healthy piglets with normal and lowered blood pressure anaesthetized with propofol-remifentanil.	

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sedation protocols:
1)
· 20 mg/kg ketamine (100 mg/ml Ketaminol® vet., Intervet, Boxmeer, Holland)
· 0.5 mg/kg midazolam (5 mg/ml or Midazolam “B. Braun”, B. Braun Melsungen, Germany). 	
2)
· 10 mg/kg ketamine (100 mg/ml Ketaminol® vet., Intervet, Boxmeer, Holland)
· 40 µg/kg dexmedetomidine (0.5 mg/ml Dexdomitor®, Orion Pharma Animal Health, Sollentuna, Sweden) 
· 0.2 mg/kg butorphanol (10 mg/ml Torbugesic vet., Orion Pharma Animal Health, Sollentuna, Sweden) 					

Elimination of 98% of all compounds would be expected after 18 hours for both protocols. The reason for using two different protocols were based of the observation that sedation with a combination of ketamine, dexmedetomidine and butorphanol more rapidly established profound sedation with a faster and calmer recovery, than did sedation with a combination of ketamine and midazolam. The change in protocol was therefor of animal welfare grounds. 
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