Summary of study characteristics
	Author, year
	Country/
settings
	Intervention(s)/
programme(s):
	Type of research
	Purpose/aim
	Shares implementation research characteristics?
	Study design/ Methodology
	Critical results

	Ahmed et al., 2020 (1)
	Refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh due to armed conflict in the Rakhine state of Myanmar Refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh due to armed conflict in the Rakhine state of Myanmar
	Research on delivering sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services
	Reflective paper

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To describe the research challenges in conducting the SRH study with FDMNs and strategies utilized to overcome those challenges
	No
	Reflection on study implementation
(original study: mixed-method design combining a cross-sectional survey and qualitative interviews and group discussions)
	1) The authors described challenges including socio-cultural and religious beliefs, stigma, and sensitivity of research topic (reluctance to discuss the questions and high resistance); mistrust; methodological challenges, including selecting appropriate sampling strategy; community trust-related challenges; political tensions and unrest; researchers’ positionality (suspicion about their intentions); non-cooperativeness of community leaders; 2) strategies included rapport building with the community members and key gatekeepers; maintaining a gender-balanced research team composition; modification of data collection strategy and sampling technique; familiarization with the study setting for anticipation, planning and logistical arrangements for data collection; provision of appropriate referral sources, and other approaches.

	Betancourt et al., 2020 (2)
	Sierra Leone (war-affected youth), post-conflict
	n/a 
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
but the study informed the development of mental health evidence-based interventions
	Сase study (seventeen-year prospective longitudinal study)

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice Сase study (seventeen-year prospective longitudinal study)

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To outline lessons from the longitudinal study of war-affected youth in Sierra Leone, including perspective on challenges and field realities of health research in a fragile, post-conflict settings
	No
	Reflection of research conduction challenges 
(original study: mixed-methods research, including a random door-to-door survey, formative qualitative 
research)
	1) The authors described various ethical challenges, including power differentials between researchers and vulnerable populations; capacity and sustainability issues, such as the development of long-term and stable partnerships; logistical challenges, including the need to adapt to unforeseen and adverse circumstances; and challenges related to the conceptualizations and assessment of mental health across diverse cultures and contexts; 2) among the authors’ suggestions were: community engagement, co-learning, and participation; conducting careful planning before study inception based on the nature of the settings and existing vulnerabilities; and embedding capacity building efforts within research partnerships, among other strategies. The authors emphasized that researchers must be flexible and adaptable and engage in creative problem-solving at all stages of the research process. 

	Chirambwi, 2023 (3)
	Mozambique (Carbo region), armed conflict
	n/a
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
the focus is on field methodological reflections when doing fieldwork
	Methodological fieldwork study (with elements of case study)
	To identify research challenges unique to war zones and suggest approaches to mitigate them
	No
	Reflection on fieldwork experience
(original study: mixed, survey, ethnographic approach)
	1) Standardized research traditions are not appropriate for fieldwork in active war zones; 2) researchers face multiple challenges that must be negotiated, including security issues, access barriers, mental health difficulties, implications of researcher positionality, power dynamics, methodological constraints, among others; 3) the study emphasizes the need for a creative combination of different research techniques and blended approaches to mitigate fieldwork challenges, with a strong focus on reflexivity, flexibility, and creativity.

	Chiumento et al., 2016 (4)
	South Asia (not specified), post-conflict
	Mental health related intervention (targeting perinatal women)
	Reflective analysis of the case study
	To discuss ethical challenges to conducting mental health research in a post-conflict setting and put forward possible solutions
	No
	Reflection on research conduct
(original study: exploratory mixed-method mental health research study: a qualitative assessment, baseline quantitative survey, developing and delivering an intervention, conducting an exploratory randomised control trial and follow-up qualitative interviews)
	1) The authors reported challenges related to research funding (local perceptions of funders); questions about who conducts the research (researchers’ positionality and capacity); ethical review process; voluntary informed consent; community mistrust; and risks to the research team, including safety concerns for both participants and researchers; 2) the strategies included building the capacity of local researchers, along with supervision and support; maintaining a gender-balanced research team; leveraging researchers’ positionality (being from the same region and speaking the local language); adhering to the local cultural norms, including making cultural adaptations; partnering with local organisations; conducting an assessment of the socio-political situation; developing the protocol with community input, including review by key stakeholders; re-engaging with the community to address rumours and mistrust; ensuring adherence to the ‘do no harm’ imperative; allowing flexibility in research activities (including pausing when needed); and other approaches.

	Contreras-Urbina et al., 2019 (5)
	South Sudan, conflict-affected
	Research on violence against women and girls (VAWG)
	Case study
	To present reflections and analysis of the main ethical challenges that occur when conducting research on VAWG in conflict and humanitarian settings, and potential strategies to address these challenges, based on a study carried out in South Sudan in 2016
	No
	Reflection on research conduction 
(original research: qualitative, in-depth interviews and focus group discussions (FGDs), and quantitative methods, a population-based household survey, cross-sectional survey)
	1) The authors described challenges, including insecurity (constantly changing security context); changes in initially planned methodology due to insecurity and data collection challenges; vicarious trauma for researchers and fieldworkers; political and cultural tensions; ethical issues, and other challenges; 2) strategies included adaptability, engagement of local stakeholders and partners (at different stages), establishing local technical advisory group (TAG), navigating adequate representation of all actors; ongoing risk-benefits assessments; developing tools with local input; providing referral options for participants and training field workers to identify signs of distress; supporting staff; following security protocols; ensuring context-sensitive dissemination of findings, and other approaches.

	De Laat et al., 2021 (6)
	Jordan, an acute conflict-induced refugee situation, and Rwanda, a protracted conflict-induced refugee setting
	A palliative care intervention (healthcare related)
	Case analysis

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To better understand ways humanitarian organizations and health care providers might best support ethically and contextually appropriate palliative care in humanitarian contexts; to learn lessons about ethical dimensions of transnational research partnerships (which is the focus of this case analysis)
	No
	Reflection on research implementation(original research: mixed: critical interpretive synthesis literature review, survey, in-depth interviews, and thematic analysis of the interviews and survey findings)
	1) The authors outlined challenges related to building, maintaining and sustaining equitable research partnerships; ethics review and challenges of responding to local decision-makers’ research needs; equity and fairness towards vulnerable populations (cultural taboos, compounded vulnerabilities, negotiations around fair compensation); emotionally difficult interviewing; 2) the strategies included building trust- and respect-based relationships among host-country partners, including continued discussion of findings, making a space for negotiation around various aspects; modifications of the protocol to fit the context/culture, including modifications to the data collection tools and discussions and training on best practices and context-dependent approaches to interviewing seriously ill refugees and their families; provision of additional support (e.g., debriefings) for interviewers.

	Douedari et al., 2021 (7)
	Syria, conflict-affected
	Different: completed and ongoing studies authors draw from include research on health systems governance across Syria, exploration of women lived experiences of health services, discrimination, and gender-based violence during the Syrian conflict, COVID-19 response governance across Syria, and examination of responses to COVID-19 among displaced communities in opposition-controlled northwest Syria
	Reflection on remote qualitative study conduction

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To discuss challenges and approaches to conducting more inclusive, participatory, and meaningful research from a distance
	No
	Reflection on qualitative research implementation
(online interviews and other)
	1) The authors described the experience of conducting remote research in insecure settings. The identified challenges were related to logistics (including internet constraints), ethics, researcher positionality, participants’ emotional distress, stigma and daily physical insecurities, issues with sampling and recruitment, translation challenges, and other issues; 2) strategies included establishment of an independent gender-balanced research consultation group of in-country and diaspora Syrian men and women (for study co-design, inputs in data collection, analysis, dissemination); engaging diaspora and in-country researchers; flexibility; cultural and conflict sensitivity; maintaining quality and trusting relationships with participants, and meaningful connection with the area of research.

	Falb &  Annan, 2021 (8)
	Syria, northern Raqqa Governorate, 
the withdrawal of ISIS and influxes of internally displaced persons fleeing airstrikes and fighting in Raqqa City in late 2017
	Research around the use of cash assistance in emergencies/IPV
	Case study

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To analyse strategies and lessons learned from a study in Raqqa Governorate, Syria
	No
	Reflection on research conduction (original research: mixed: a quantitative pre and post-test and  qualitative, in-depth interviews) 
	1) Challenges of conducting the research included selecting an emergency site appropriate for research; implementing an evaluation that would not impact critical cash assistance programming; measuring sensitive outcomes in an insecure setting; ethical concerns related to the study methodology; and other issues; 2) suggested strategies included developing clear decision-making criteria for assessing feasibility; front-loading processes to reduce the time lag in launching research; integrating the research approach within programming; closely collaborating with practitioners throughout the study, especially for research on sensitive topics such as violence against women; and securing long-term, flexible donor funding.

	Gaffey et al., 2020 (9)
	Somalia, Mali, Pakistan and Afghanistan, conflict-affected settings
	n/a
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme; 
the paper focuses on the delivery of health and nutrition interventions for women and children in the context of armed conflict
	Reflection on research practice drawing on four case studies

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To highlight and discuss some of the research challenges faced and the corresponding mitigation strategies used by the international research teams conducting BRANCH case studies in Somalia, Mali, Pakistan and Afghanistan
	Yes, as it reflects on the intervention’s delivery aspects
	Synthesis of studies (studies under analysis: mixed, in-depth interviews, secondary analysis of large-scale household surveys data)
	1) Insecurity-related risks and their implications for all actors involved in the research, including effects on logistics, access, data collection and other aspects are described, along with complex local sociopolitical dynamics, and their influences, as well as data availability and quality issues; 2) the study emphasizes the need for strong local research partnerships; research practice in such settings requires researcher flexibility and adaptability, supported by sponsors and donors.

	Habib, 2019 (10)
	Lebanon,
Syrian refugee children, conflict-affected
	n/a
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
the study under analysis is about child labor 
	Reflective case analysis 

	To present reflections on the complicated experiences of implementing a study of child labor among Syrian refugees in Lebanon
	No
	Reflection of research implementation challenges  
(original study methodology was not specified in detail, but authors mentioned that there was a quantitative component)
	1) The author described how researchers struggle to navigate ongoing military activities and a changing crisis situation, bureaucracy (which resulted in significant delays), vested political interests, climates of xenophobia and sectarianism, and other difficulties; 2) the author underscored the need for preparation and consideration of political aspects when planning to work in such settings; they noted that researchers should analyse the influence of xenophobia on the research process and produce results of relevance to both Syrian and Lebanese nationals; they also highlighted the importance of facilitating intercommunity interactions and engaging local actors as possible strategies to overcome these challenges.

	Iellamo et al., 2021 (11)
	Gaza Strip, protracted crisis (with escalation of the hostility during the study)
	n/a 
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
research around breastfeeding practices
	Case study

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	This case analysis highlights a component of a larger nutrition multisectoral assessment conducted in the Gaza strip and focuses on the following questions:
(1) How does the protracted crisis in Gaza affect the breastfeeding practices of the most vulnerable population;
(2) What is the potential role that midwives can play in improving breastfeeding practices? In addition, authors described the challenges and lessons learnt from the study conduction
	No
	Mixed (survey,  focus group discussions, and key informant interviews with stakeholders)
	1) Challenges of conducting the research included insecurity, the political situation, and the need for local capacity strengthening; 2) strategies included developing the contingency plans; integrating and coordinating with security officers of leading organizations; coordinating with authorities and communities; providing supportive supervision and remote assistance to data collection teams; and allocating additional logistical support and time buffers.

	Jansen et al., 2025 (12)
	Eastern DRC North and South Kivu provinces, conflict-affected
	A community-based intervention aimed at reducing Intimate Partner Violence (IPV)
	An explorative qualitative research/ethical reflection study
	To explore the perceptions of local study implementers on the ethics of collecting data in a humanitarian crisis setting
	No
	Grounded theory qualitative research (individual interviews)
	1) Challenges outlined by authors included data collectors and participants’ safety (including insecurity due to armed groups, social risks for participants), gender-specific challenges and mobility in the field, accessibility/work conditions, emotionally and psychologically demanding work for researchers, resistance from trial participants and local authorities, and other issues; 2) authors explored motivation of data collectors, where respondents described scientific curiosity, the opportunity to enhance professional experience, personal interest, and willingness to help. Data collectors had to navigate different difficult situations and pointed to differences between expectations and reality of the job, that appeared to be much harder than they had imagined; 3) the paper provides ethical reflections and recommendations for supporting trial participants and data collectors. The authors outlined the importance of rigorous ethical reflections, robust risk mitigation strategies, and continuous researcher support in high-risk fieldwork settings. The involvement of local researchers and partners was crucial for the research conduction.

	Khatib et al., 2017 (13)
	Occupied Palestinian territory, chronic conflict setting
	n/a 
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
but the research under analysis is epidemiological research
	Reflection on a population-based study conduction

	To describe the challenges encountered and how they were addressed during the data collection period of the baseline phase of the Prospective Urban Rural Epidemiology (PURE) study in the occupied Palestinian territory
	No
	Reflection on research conduction 
(original research:
a prospective cohort study designed to collect data on social, environmental, behavioral, biological, and genetic factors that contribute to the development of cardiovascular diseases)
	1) Challenges presented by authors included political unrest and its implications for selection of data collection site and data collection process; access restrictions and permit requirements; working in a fragmented health-care system; researchers’ positionality, and other challenges; 2) solutions included setting up mobile clinics and engaging community leaders and municipalities; training sessions, regular site visits and check ins to ensure adherence to study protocol; team work and collaboration between fieldworkers and nurses; adjusting team composition (by gender) and recruitment timeline, and other approaches.

	Lasater et al., 2020 (14)
	Ethiopia, Nguenyyiel refugee camp in Gambella, including ongoing local political and tribal conflicts
	Integrated maternal and child health intervention (Baby Friendly Spaces (BFS) program)

	Process evaluation / reflective paper

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To explore ways to strengthen the implementation and acceptability of the BFS program and assess outcomes associated with participation among South Sudanese mothers and their children living in the Nguenyyiel refugee camp in Gambella, Ethiopia; to present lessons learned while implementing the study
	Yes, as it reflects on program evaluation (implementation aspects, acceptability)
	A mixed-methods formative process evaluation. Data sources: (1) an embedded qualitative study with BFS program participants, non- participants, and staff; (2) a prospective quantitative assessment administered to women enrolling in BFS before engagement in any program activities and again two months later; and (3) routine program monitoring and evaluation data
	1) The authors described lessons learned while implementing the study, including challenges related to ongoing local political and tribal conflicts and harsh conditions; implementation of a new digital data monitoring system; staff capacity building and turnover; and measurement-related issues; 2) strategies to mitigate such challenges included hiring, training, and supporting staff; regular remote communication between researchers to support study implementation and troubleshoot any emerging issues; engagement of local actors and strong partnership were important for research implementation, as well as availability and flexibility of different stakeholders.

	Maestre et al., 2021 (15)
	Venezuela, a complex humanitarian crisis: social and economic collapse; riots, widespread urban violence, mass exodus and refugee crisis in neighbouring states
	n/a 
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
but the study is on aging
	Case analysis (a longitudinal, population-based study of age-related conditions)
biomedical/epidemiological research

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To discuss the strategies implemented by researchers of the Maracaibo Aging Study (MAS) to sustain research efforts during the humanitarian crisis in Venezuela
	No
	Reflection on research implementation(original study:  quantitative, a population-based longitudinal study, implying a door-to-door survey, interviews, evaluations, tests and medical examinations)
	1) The authors described ethical challenges (increased mortality/morbidity in participants, staff, and their families and an additional burden of participation; therapeutic misconception; exclusion criteria); deterioration of basic services, decreasing safety, and supply shortages; logistical barriers affecting staff and participants; staff emigration requiring constant hiring and training; researcher morale; increased financial burden (hyperinflation and currency fluctuation causing shortages of goods and services); and political climate (polarized views and mistrust due to foreign funding); 2) strategies included building and sustaining strong research networks; flexibility and contingency planning; enhanced dissemination; capacity building; adaptability and proactivity, and other strategies. 

	McAlpine et al., 2020 (16)
	Border of Kenya and Somalia, Dadaab refugee camp (including refugees due to insecurity and conflict)
	The gender-based
violence (GBV) comprehensive case management intervention
	Case study of  longitudinal mixed-methods research / evaluation
	To present an overview of experiences and lessons learned while implementing research in a refugee camp context to inform other research partnerships in similar settings
	Yes, as it reflects on the conduct of the evaluation (service delivery challenges, acceptability of the intervention, reach, and other aspects) 
	Reflection on research implementation
(original study: a convergent parallel mixed
methods evaluation in which both quantitative and qualitative data were triangulated iteratively throughout the study period; methods include focus group discussions,  cross sectional surveys, in-depth interviews, cohort survey at 3 time-points)
	1) The authors describe the following challenges: highly securitized and hardship-prone refugee-camp settings (implications for the team’s composition, restricted movement, access constraints); bureaucratic barriers (approval requirements to enter or reside in the camp); camp-wide policy changes (affected participants’ emotional wellbeing and participation); and the need for additional resources (time, costs); 2) the strategies included adopting a reflexive design; continuous monitoring of the security risks in cooperation with key stakeholders; hiring, training, and supporting researchers who could legally work in the camps; allocation of extra time and keeping a flexible timeline; cooperation with various organizations and stakeholders operating in the research setting, and other adaptive strategies.

	Moss et al., 2019 (17)
	Research conduct experiences in Rwanda, Zanzibar, Sudan, and Turkey (conflict-affected, different phases)
	Research in social psychology field:
(1) research on social identities in Rwanda, Zanzibar, and Sudan, (2) research in Turkey’s Kurdish region and in other regions, focusing on perceptions of conflict from various regional actors 
	Reflection on researchers’ experiences in the field
	To outline the key challenges researchers experienced conducting research in conflict contexts and offer suggestions as to how these challenges can be mitigated
	No
	Reflection on study conduction
(field notes taken during fieldwork)
	1) The authors faced various practical challenges, such as ensuring safety of researchers and participants; issues related to obtaining research permits; researcher positionality; social and cultural scripts; and language barriers. Among the ethical challenges, the authors listed issues with informed consent and interview-recording; considerations regarding additional harm, including at the dissemination stage; the psychological demands of the work on the research team, and other concerns; 2) to address the practical issues, the strategies included preparation for data collection; discussion and agreement on various project aspects and approaches with other researchers; familiarization with the context, culture, and conflict dynamics; engaging local research assistants; and allocating extra time for data collection. To address ethical issues, the strategies included ensuring flexibility in the consent process and allowing participants to refuse recording; providing support for respondents and researchers; reviewing previous research experience in the setting to avoid psychological harm; and sharing research results with the local community and making the policy relevance clear to support social change.

	Olumba, 2024 (18)
	Nigeria (Benue state), eco-violence/ research in conflict-affected
communities within Nigeria’s Middle Belt
	n/a
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
but research focuses on understanding the lifeworlds of sedentary farmers who choose voluntary immobility as they resist displacement in conflict-affected communities without the assistance of the government
	Methodological reflection (on fieldwork/
autoethnographic)
	To present author experience navigating fieldwork realities in conflict-affected communities and expend “framework for credibility and approachability” with “bearability” component to support researchers’ work
	No
	Qualitative, reflexive fieldwork account 
(focus group discussions conducted within author’s doctoral research)
	1) The author uses and expands the “credibility and approachability framework” (used to describe and analyse fieldwork experiences, primarily how researchers dealt with concerns such as race, ethnicity, identity, age, cultural and traditional norms, benefits, and other elements unique to the fieldwork setting), and adds “bearability” component–a component for assessing the safety, tolerability, and accessibility of the research site, thus adapting the framework to specific contexts; 2) the author encourages researchers to systematically reflect on and document their experiences, to leverage local contacts to enhance reputation with community leaders and gatekeepers, and to adopt and implement protocols for risk assessment, management, and emergency response.

	Panter-Brick, et al., 2020 (19)
	Jordan
Syrian refugee and Jordanian non-refugee youth living in urban communities near active war zones
	A brief, scalable, community-based intervention aimed at improving the mental health and psychosocial wellbeing of war-affected adolescents
	Case analysis

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To present a case analysis of the evaluation study and reflect on the scientific contributions of the work, the challenges experienced in its delivery, and the strategies deployed to address them
	No
	Reflection on study implementation
(original study: a quasi-experimental trial and then a randomized controlled trial with a waitlist control condition; systematic reflection on the research experience)
	1) The authors identified challenges related to study design, methodology, and data collection; implementing a demanding interdisciplinary survey protocol with a wide range of scales, introducing multiple biomarkers and cognitive testing; as well as challenges related to dissemination (different demands and time frames); 2) the strategies included engagement and cooperation with local stakeholders and fostering a strong sense of local ownership; data triangulation; and sharing findings in cooperation with humanitarian and academic networks.

	Ponguta et al., 2019 (20)
	Lebanon, Beirut, marginalized communities, Syrian and Palestinian refugees (recruited from three communities in Beirut, Lebanon: Bourj El Barajneh, Shatila, and Chiyah)
	An early childhood parenting intervention (Mother-Child Education Program (MOCEP))
	A mixed-methods implementation and impact evaluation of the program using a waitlist RCT design
	To systematically characterize the implementation and evaluation of MOCEP in Beirut
	Yes, process evaluation within an RCT
	A mixed-methods implementation and impact evaluation of MOCEP using a wait-list RCT design (for impact evaluation: standardized questionnaires, direct assessments and maternal reports of child outcomes, and videotaped dyadic interactions;  for implementation evaluation: focus groups discussions, in-depth interviews, external observations, self-reports, other project logs)
	1) The authors identified several challenges, including insecurity (a bombing incident), inter-ethnic tensions and mistrust within communities, challenges related to RCT procedures, participant recruitment, retention, and data collection; there were unexpected delays and other issues; 2) strategies to address these challenges included involvement of local agencies and community leaders; “open house” events to build trust and explain the study; group events during the wait period to maintain engagement; incentives to compensate for participants’ time; flexible approaches to confidentiality; referrals to other services as needed; continuous communication across research partners; flexible funding mechanisms, and other strategies.

	Salih &  Mohamed, 2021 (21)
	Sudan, Khartoum,
Um-Baddah Nevachah, a refugee camp, (displacement due conflict and natural disasters)
	n/a 
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
but the paper analyses original trial on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) intervention
	Case analysis (a double-blind community experimental trial)

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To provide a critical appraisal of the original trial and to examine the following aspects: its scientific importance, the circumstances in which it was carried out, the challenges that investigators encountered, and the solutions and strategies they came up with
	No
	Reflection on research implementation(original study: a double-blind community experimental trial: before-and-after comparisons of the four data collection methods used: total coliforms lab results, questionnaires, face-to-face interviews, and medical records)
	1) The authors described challenges, including insecurity and highly polarized environment, lack of funding, logistical issues (bureaucracy, communication limitations), and challenges related to data collection; 2) strategies included the matrix solutions strategy (a model designed by the investigators to deal with multiple problems all at once using available resources), civic engagement approach “Judiaa”; adopting a culturally sensitive approach that respects indigenous norms and rituals; capacity building of local actors; adaptiveness and innovativeness.

	Sami et al., 2021 (22)
	South Sudan, сonflict-affected, displaced person camps due to conflict
	Health service delivery/guideline translation
(the delivery of a package of community- and facility-based newborn health interventions in displaced person camps)
	Case analysis

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To describe the challenges encountered and mitigating strategies employed during the conduct of a research study
	Yes, as the study under analysis explores the translation of guidance into practice (acceptability, adoption, health-system factors that influence implementation)
	Reflection of research conduction challenges 
(original study: 1) quasi-experimental pre-post study with clinical observations, exit interviews, and semi-structured interviews; 
2) mixed methods with in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, health facility checklists, and health worker time-use observations at multiple time points during implementation)
	1) The authors described security challenges (a violent attack led to civilian and health worker deaths and one of the study health facilities was burnt down), methodological issues (the study design shifted), high staff turnover, ethical concerns (considerations of additional risks), remote monitoring of research activities, budget implications, and competing health priorities (cholera outbreak that shifted staffing and response priorities); 2) strategies used to address these challenges were: collaborating with non-research partners to identify operational solutions; maintaining a locally based study team; maintaining flexible budgets and timelines; using mobile data collection to conduct timely data entry and remote quality checks; and utilizing a cascade  training approach for field staff.

	Shahabuddin et al., 2020 (23)
	Bangladesh, Cox’s Bazar, Rohingya refugee camps (including due to conflict)
	Maternal, newborn, child, and adolescent health (MNCAH) program
	Qualitative study 
	To highlights some of the key challenges of conducting embedded IR in a humanitarian setting
	Yes, as it outlines challenges of conducting embedded implementation research
	Qualitative (interviews)
	1) Authors highlight the complex and rapidly changing  context of refugee camp settings, with multiple organizations providing services and shaping programmatic and policy decisions for the refugees; coordination challenges; challenging access to the camps and respondents; researchers’ skills and capacities limitations; the need for experienced in-country research partners; 2) among suggested strategies were: a flexible IR approach with the possibility of modifying research questions and methods as needed; understanding the context and the role of relevant stakeholders to map potential operational challenges and to identify key decision-makers who should be involved, and thereby ensuring uptake of research findings and recommendations; planning for access and recruitment; working with local researchers or research institutes.

	Shanks & Paulson, 2022 (24)
	Iraq and various conflict-affected and fragile contexts
	n/a
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
the authors mention their expertise in educational research/peace and conflict
	Empirical-conceptual analysis/
qualitative synthesis
	To highlight key issues for ethical reflection and action to funders, reviewers and academics trying to navigate research activity in fragile and conflict-affected contexts, including to signal the need for systemic or structural changes in the research landscape alongside the need for deeper ethical reflection, action and accountability on behalf of individuals and organisations
	No
	Qualitative (observations and workshops participants comments)
	1) The authors describe their own field experience and insights from three workshops (109 participants). Focus is around research ethics, material and epistemic injustices. Paper describes various challenges around the knowledge production, including research partnerships, funding and set up research agendas, as well as challenges around research design, including selection bias and positionality, data collection and other aspects, and issues around findings dissemination; 2) to overcome the challenge, the authors pointed to the need for equitable knowledge production and ownership, establishing equitable partnerships, and collaborative dissemination; the authors stress the need to create sources of researcher support or the practice of values-based and relational ethics.

	Woodward et al., 2017 (25)
	Experience of experts working in various fragile and conflict-affected states (FCAS): respondents had experience working in 56 different FCAS
	n/a
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
present health systems research (HSR) in general
	Qualitative study
	To develop a research agenda on HSR in FCAS (primary), and to identify the challenges associated with conducting HSR in these contexts
	No
	Qualitative (online survey and a group discussion)
	1) The authors outlined various challenges, including lack of support and long-term commitment; a complex research environment characterized by access constraints, weak local research capacity, collaboration difficulties, power differentials, and lack of trust in the research process; and limited research application, including rapidly outdated findings and lack of engagement with the research process and results; 2) the study emphasizes the need for sustained research support; innovative and flexible approaches to research design and implementation; strengthened relationships and trust building among stakeholders; research capacity building.

	Yamout & Jabbour, 2010 (26)
	Lebanon,
war, IDP Centers in Beirut
	n/a
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme; 
study objectives included informing the design of psychosocial interventions
	Case study
	To explore the challenges to internal and external validity of the results within a context of particular socio-political organization and reflect on additional ethical considerations regarding the living conditions imposed on IDPs. In addition, this article discusses ways that researchers used to overcome some of the constraints encountered
	No
	Survey (qualitative interviews planned, but not conducted)
	1) The authors described  major wartime challenges affecting the study, including security constraints, difficulties in data collection, politicization, participants’ state of mental health, access constraints, research logistics issues, including lack of resources, challenges related to the reorganization of social life and power relations and changing course of war, and other ethical considerations; 2) to address the challenges, the authors highlight adapting strategies for statistical analysis, training and supervising field workers, and introducing additional variables to capture the impact of the collective experiences on mental health of affected participants; 3) the authors note the rewards of conducting research during war, including giving voice to affected populations.

	Yimer et al., 2020 (27)
	Ethiopia, Haramaya, 
on-going ethnic tensions and violence between tribes
(Ethiopia had the highest number of people newly displaced within their own country due to violence)
	n/a 
does not describe a specific intervention/
programme;
but the research under analysis is within Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) category
	Case study

Conflict&Health: Research in Practice
	To identify challenges in humanitarian research and report on mitigation strategies during this research
	No
	Reflection on study implementation
(original study methodology: an ethnographic study (participant observation, in-depth, unstructured and semi-structured interviews, and focus group discussions); formative research (a randomised cross-sectional survey, structured household interviews); the results are informing a longitudinal study)
	1) The challenges presented by the authors related to insecurity and mistrust (an incident happened in which three researchers became victims of violence); ethical dilemmas and challenges (misconceptions over participation; privacy and confidentiality concerns);  language-related challenges; and the emotional impact of unrest and violence on researchers; 2)the  researchers adopted various strategies aimed at building trust, including cooperation with key local stakeholders, praying with the community, and other informal activities; researchers’ positioning and cultural proximity to participants was helpful to gain trust; applying the “dual imperative” of conducting rigorous research while benefiting local communities; using community advisory boards to promote engagement and trust-building between researchers and participant communities; and providing training and support for data collectors.
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