Table 1 HOXD9 staining and clinicopathologic characteristics of 102 hepatocellular carcinoma patients
	Variables
	HOXD9 staining
	Total
	Pa

	
	Low
	High
	
	

	Age (y)
≤50
>50
	
28 (72%)
41 (65%)
	
11 (28%)
22 (35%)
	
39
63
	0.129

	Sex
Male
Female
	
46 (64%)
19 (63%)
	
26 (36%)
11 (37%)
	
72
30
	0.511

	HBsAg
Negative
Positive
	
17 (65%)
52 (68%)
	
9 (35%)
24 (22%)
	
26
76
	0.137

	HCV
Negative
Positive
	
70 (72%)
4 (80%)
	
27 (28%)
1 (20%)
	
97
5
	0.257

	AFP
≤20
>20
	
34 (68%)
38 (73%)
	
16 (34%)
14 (27%)
	
50
52
	0.314

	γ-GT(U/L)
≤54
>54
	
34 (77%)
39 (67%)
	
10 (23%)
19 (33%)
	
44
58
	0.407

	Liver cirrhosis
No
Yes
	
12 (67%)
68 (81%)
	
6 (33%)
16 (19%)
	
18
84
	0.084

	Tumor diameter (cm)
≤5
>5
	
51 (66%)
11 (44%)
	
25 (34%)
14 (56%)
	
77
25
	0.007

	Microvascular invasion
Absence
Present
	
35 (85%)
22 (36%)
	
6 (15%)
39 (64%)
	
41
61
	< 0.001

	Tumor encapsulation
Complete
None
	
31 (63%)
22 (51%)
	
18 (37%)
21 (49%)
	
49
43
	0.268

	Tumor differentiation
Ⅰ+Ⅱ
Ⅲ+Ⅳ
	
43 (66%)
15 (40%)
	
22 (34%)
22 (60%)
	
65
37
	0.017

	TNM stage
Ⅰ
Ⅱ+Ⅲ
	
49 (80%)
29(70%)
	
11 (20%)
12 (30%)
	
61
41
	0.201


Abbreviations: HBsAg, hepatitis B surface antigen; AFP, α-fetoprotein; γ-GT, γ-glutamyl transferase; TNM, tumor-nodesmetastasis.
a p-value < 0.05 was considered statistically significant. p-values were calculated using the Pearson chi-square test.
