	Supplementary Table S1│IVF/ICSI outcomes and cumulative live birth rates in study population. 

	Characteristics
	SQM group 
(n = 50)
	Control group 
(n = 50)
	P value

	No of days of COS (mean (SD))
	9.2 (2.0)
	9.5 (2.2)
	0.487

	Total Gn dose administered (IU; median (P25, P75))
	2287.5 (1800.0, 2709.4)
	2437.5 (1912.5, 3200.0)
	0.157

	E2 on hCG trigger day (pg/ml; mean (SD))
	2041.0 (667.0)
	1984.2 (901.7)
	0.732

	P4 on hCG trigger day (ng/ml; median (P25, P75))
	0.8 (0.6, 1.2)
	0.8 (0.4, 1.2)
	0.414

	Method of fertilization
	
	
	0.460

	IVF
	30 (71.4)
	36 (78.3)
	

	ICSI
	12 (28.6)
	10 (21.7)
	

	No of oocytes retrieved (mean (SD))
	5.8 (1.9)
	4.8 (2.1)
	< 0.001

	No of mature oocytes (median (P25, P75)) 
	5.0 (3.75, 5.0)
	3.0 (2.0, 5.0)
	< 0.001

	Embryos obtained (median (P25, P75)) 
	4.0 (2.0, 5.0)
	2.0 (1.0, 3.0)
	0.003

	High-quality embryos ⁋
	28/117 (23.9)
	15/73 (20.5)
	0.588

	Cycle cancellation rate †
	11/45 (24.4)
	15/46 (32.6)
	0.389

	Patients with surplus frozen embryos after first ET
	24/34 (70.6)
	13/31 (41.9)
	0.020

	Embryo implantation rate 
	33/117 (28.2)
	14/74 (18.9)
	0.147

	Cumulative LBR
	10/36 (27.8)
	6/34 (17.6)
	0.313

	LBR per transfer fresh
	4/17 (23.5)
	3/16 (18.8)
	> 0.999

	LBR per transfer FET
	12/47 (25.5)
	5/35 (14.3)
	0.214

	Data are number/total number or number (%) unless stated otherwise.
SQM = Shen Que Moxibustion; COS = controlled ovarian stimulation; SD = standard deviation; Gn = Gonadotrophin; E2 = Estradiol; P4 = Progesterone; P25 = 25th percentile; P75 = 75th percentile; hCG = human chorionic gonadotropin; IVF = in vitro fertilization; ICSI = intracytoplasmic sperm injection; ET = embryo transfer; LBR = live birth rate; FET = frozen embryo transfer.
⁋ Typically, a good, normally growing Day-3 embryos will contain between 6 and 10 cells. 
† Cycle cancellation is defined as cycle cancelled before obtaining at least one viable embryo for any reason. (Four in SQM group had no oocytes retrieved. Seven women in SQM group and 15 in control group did not have an embryo available for transfer)



