	Additional file 3: Discriminative performance of secondary outcome measures. 

	
	Total cohort
	<70 years
	≥70 years

	ICU/MCU admission
	
	
	

	MEDS, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.70 (0.66-0.73)
	0.75 (0.71-0.79)
	0.61 (0.55-0.67)

	PIRO, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.72 (0.69-0.75)
	0.77 (0.73-0.81)
	0.63 (0.57-0.69)

	qSOFA, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.72 (0.68-0.75)
	0.75 (0.71-0.80)
	0.64 (0.58-0.70)

	MEWS, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.71 (0.68-0.75)
	0.73 (0.68-0.78)
	0.67 (0.61-0.73)

	NEWS, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.75 (0.72-0.79)
	0.80 (0.76-0.84)
	0.66 (0.60-0.72)

	Composite outcome
	
	
	

	MEDS, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.72 (0.70-0.75)
	0.78 (0.74-0.81)
	0.61 (0.56-0.66)

	PIRO, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.72 (0.69-0.74)
	0.77 (0.74-0.80)
	0.61 (0.56-0.66)

	qSOFA, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.69 (0.66-0.72)
	0.73 (0.70-0.77)
	0.60 (0.55-0.65)

	MEWS, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.67 (0.64-0.70)
	0.70 (0.66-0.74)
	0.61 (0.56-0.66)

	NEWS, AUC (95%-CI)
	0.71 (0.68-0.74)
	0.76 (0.73-0.80)
	0.61 (0.56-0.66)

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondary outcome measures were ICU or MCU admission, an unanticipated transfer to an ICU or MCU within 48 hours after being admitted to a ward, and the composite outcome of in-hospital mortality, ICU or MCU admission, or unanticipated transfer to an ICU or MCU within 48 hours.
MEDS: Mortality in emergency department sepsis score. PIRO: Predisposition, infection, response and organ failure score. qSOFA: Quick sequential organ failure assessment score. MEWS: Modified early warning score. NEWS: National early warning score. 
Abbrviations: ICU: Intensive care unit. MCU: Medium care unit.AUC: Area under the curve. AUCs are presented with 95%-confidence intervals (CI).



