
Additional file 1 
Search strategy 
 

MEDLine via PubMed 

1. (("Multiple Trauma"[MeSH Terms] OR "Multiple Trauma"[Title/Abstract] OR 
"polytrauma"[Title/Abstract] OR "major trauma"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("severe 
trauma"[Title/Abstract])) 

2. "Return to Work"[MeSH Terms] OR "Return to Work"[Title/Abstract] OR "Returned to 
Work"[Title/Abstract] OR "Returning to Work"[Title/Abstract] OR "back to 
work"[Title/Abstract] OR "back at work"[Title/Abstract] OR "ability to 
work"[Title/Abstract] 

3. #1 AND #2  

CENTRAL 
#1 MeSH descriptor: [Multiple Trauma] explode all trees  

#2 "Multiple Trauma"  

#3 polytrauma  

#4 "major trauma"     

#5 "severe trauma"  

#6 #1 OR #2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5  

#7 MeSH descriptor: [Return to Work] explode all trees  

#8 "Return to Work" 

#9 "back to work"  

#10 #7 OR #8 OR #9     

#11 #6 AND #10  

 
PEDro 

1. Search: Major trauma  

2. Search: Return to work AND trauma   
 
TRIP database 
Population: polytrauma 

Outcome: return to work 

 
APA PsycInfo via OVID 
 
1 "multiple trauma".mh. or "major trauma".af. or "multiple trauma".af. or  

polytrauma.af. or "severe trauma".af. 
2 "return* to work".mh. or "return to work".af. or "ability to work".af. or "back to  

work".af.  
3 1 and 2  
 
 
 
 



Bibnet via LIVIVO 
("multiple trauma" OR polytrauma OR "major trauma" OR "severe trauma") AND ("return to 
work") 
 
Web of science 
(AB= (polytrauma OR major trauma OR multiple trauma OR severe trauma OR severe injury 
OR multiple injury)) AND AB=(return* to work OR ability to work OR back to work) 
 
ICTRP 
polytrauma OR major trauma OR multiple trauma OR severe trauma 
AND 
return to work OR back to work OR ability to work 
 
Clinicaltrial.gov 
Polytrauma OR major trauma OR multiple trauma OR severe trauma 
Outcome measure: return to work 
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