

Additional file 4 – “PEEP-EFL” values calculated according to the PEEP test in patients with EFL.

	
	N. of pts
	PEEP-EFL day 1
	N. of pts
	PEEP-EFL day 2
	N. of pts
	PEEP-EFL day 3
	p–value

	EFL
	37
	8 [6 – 10]
	37
	7 [6 – 8]*
	37
	6 [5 – 8]§
	0.016

	EFLin
	-
	
	12
	5 [5 – 6]
	21
	5 [4 – 7]
	0.670


EFL = expiratory flow limitation; EFLin: patients who developed EFL after ICU admission; PEEP = positive end expiratory pressure: PEEP-EFL: level of PEEP able to abolish EFL.
* EFL vs EFLin, p = 0.007; § EFL vs EFLin, p = 0.071
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