2
TABLE 1 Baseline Characteristics of the Study Population, Overall and Stratified by Fluid Responsiveness

	

	All patients
(n = 80)
	Responder
(n = 51)
	Nonresponder
(n = 29)
	P value

	Age, y 
	[bookmark: _Hlk198904355]63.0 ± 17.2
	62.3 ± 18.2
	64.4 ± 15.3
	0.595

	Sex, male
	43 (53.8)
	26 (51.0)
	17 (58.6)
	0.51

	Weight, kg 
	63.4 ± 20.2
	61.1 ± 15.5
	67.4 ± 26.4
	0.183

	Body mass index, kg/m2 
	24.5 ± 7.2
	23.5 ± 5.8
	26.2 ± 8.9
	0.112

	[bookmark: _Hlk198904383]APACHE II score
	24.5 ± 7.5
	24.4 ± 7.9 
	24.8 ± 7.1
	0.804

	SOFA score
	10.6 ± 3.4
	10.7 ± 3.4 
	10.3 ± 3.3 
	0.569

	Underlying disease
	
	
	
	

	Hypertension
	39 (48.8)
	22 (43.1)
	17 (58.6)
	0.183

	Diabetes mellitus
	33 (41.2)
	18 (35.3)
	15 (51.7)
	0.151

	Chronic kidney disease
	26 (32.5)
	15 (29.4)
	11 (37.9)
	0.434

	Cirrhosis
	13 (16.3)
	9 (17.6)
	4 (13.8)
	0.76

	Coronary artery disease
	10 (12.5)
	4 (7.8)
	6 (20.7)
	0.157

	Diagnosis
	
	
	
	

	Septic shock
	75 (93.8)
	47 (92.2)
	28 (96.6)
	0.648

	Pulmonary
	29 (36.3)
	21 (41.2)
	8 (27.6)
	0.224

	Septicemia
	28 (35.0)
	18 (35.3)
	10 (34.5)
	0.442

	Intra-abdominal
	16 (20.0)
	13 (25.5)
	3 (10.3)
	0.148

	Urinary tract
	7 (8.8)
	2 (3.9)
	5 (17.2)
	0.092

	Soft tissue
	5 (6.3)
	2 (3.9)
	3 (10.3)
	0.254

	Nonseptic shock
	5 (6.3)
	4 (7.8)
	1 (3.4)
	0.648

	Ventilation parameters
	
	
	
	

	Tidal volume, ml/kg 
	7.5 ± 2.0
	7.4 ± 2.0
	7.6 ± 2.2
	0.446

	Peak inspiratory pressor, cm H2O 
	24.9 ± 7.0
	24.1 ± 6.1
	26.2 ± 8.3
	0.199

	PEEP, cm H2O
	6.6 ± 2.8
	6.5 ± 2.8
	6.7 ± 2.8
	0.724

	Respiratory rate, bpm
	21.8 ± 5.3
	21.7 ± 5.2
	22.1 ± 5.5
	0.770

	Vasoactive agents
	
	
	
	

	Vasopressor used
	69 (86.3)
	43 (84.3)
	26 (89.7)
	0.738

	Inotropic drugs used
	12 (15.0)
	5 (9.8)
	7 (24.1)
	0.108

	[bookmark: _Hlk198904728]NE equivalent dose*, µg/kg/min
	0.20 ± 0.27
	0.18 ± 0.23
	0.24 ± 0.34
	0.381

	Clinical outcomes
	
	
	
	

	28-day mortality
	39 (48.8)
	29 (56.9)
	10 (34.5)
	0.054

	Hospital mortality
	44 (55.0)
	31 (60.8)
	13 (44.8)
	0.168

	Length of stay, d
	35.5 ± 34.1
	36.0 ± 36.2
	34.5 ± 30.4
	0.849



Data are presented as n (%) or mean ± SD. P values compare responders with nonresponders at baseline. The norepinephrine-equivalent vasopressor dose was calculated as: norepinephrine (µg/kg/min) + epinephrine (µg/kg/min) + dopamine (µg/kg/min)/100.28
Abbreviations: APACHE II = Acute Physiology and Chronic Health Evaluation II; bpm = beats per minute; cm H2O = centimeters of water; NE = norepinephrine; PEEP = positive end‑expiratory pressure; SOFA = Sequential Organ Failure Assessment
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