Additional file 1
Searching strategies in each database
PubMed
("extracorporeal membrane oxygenation"[Mesh] OR "extracorporeal membrane oxygenation"[tiab] OR ECMO[tiab] OR VA-ECMO[tiab] OR "v a ecmo"[tiab] OR "venoarterial ecmo"[tiab] OR "veno arterial ecmo"[tiab] OR "extracorporeal life support"[tiab] OR ECLS[tiab] OR "extracorporeal gas exchange"[tiab] OR "extracorporeal lung assist"[tiab] OR ECLA[tiab] OR oxygenator[tiab]) AND ("pump controlled retrograde"[tiab] OR PCRTO[tiab])

Embase
('extracorporeal membrane oxygenation')/exp OR (('extracorporeal membrane oxygenation'):ab,ti) OR ((ECMO):ab,ti) OR ((VA-ECMO):ab,ti) OR (('v a ecmo'):ab,ti) OR (('venoarterial ecmo'):ab,ti) OR (('veno arterial ECMO'):ab,ti) OR (('extracorporeal life support'):ab,ti) OR ((ECLS):ab,ti) OR (('extracorporeal gas exchange'):ab,ti) OR (('extracorporeal lung assist'):ab,ti) OR ((ECLA):ab,ti) OR ((oxygenator):ab,ti) AND ((( 'pump controlled retrograde'):ab,ti) OR ((PCRTO )):ab,ti)

CENTRAL
#1	MeSH descriptor: [Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation] explode all trees
#2	(extracorporeal membrane oxygenation):ti,ab,kw
#3	(ECMO):ti,ab,kw
#4	(VA-ECMO):ti,ab,kw
#5	(v a ecmo):ti,ab,kw
#6	(venoarterial ecmo):ti,ab,kw
#7	(veno arterial ecmo):ti,ab,kw
#8	(extracorporeal life support):ti,ab,kw
#9	(ECLS):ti,ab,kw
#10	(extracorporeal gas exchange):ti,ab,kw
#11	(ECLA):ti,ab,kw
#12	(extracorporeal lung assist):ti,ab,kw
#13	(oxygenator):ti,ab,kw
#14	(pump controlled retrograde):ti,ab,kw
#15	(PCRTO):ti,ab,kw
#16	#1 OR #2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 OR #9 OR #10 OR #11 OR #12 OR #13
#17	#14 OR #15
#18	#16 AND #17

ClinicalTrials.gov
Other terms: extracorporeal membrane oxygenation

