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Dear Sir/Madam,

We are pleased to inform you that the Research Council of Norway has made a conditional
decision to grant up to 11 842 000 for your project, contingent upon the revision of the grant
application as stipulated below. The deadline for submission of the revised grant application
and project description is 31.08.2021. Before you revise the grant application, the project is
obligated to have a contract meeting with the representative case officer for this project to
clarify closer important aspects to be revised before a final project acceptance.

A list of the projects awarded funding along with a list of the referees used to assess the grant
applications under this call for proposals may be found on the Research Council's website.

Please contact the relevant case officer for more information about which experts reviewed
your grant application.
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Revising the grant application
You need to update or confirm the objectives, progress plan, and items relating to the budget,
project description and other relevant components of the grant application.

To revise the grant application, go to “Applications in eSeknad” on My RCN web. The
application is now available as “Revised”. You will need to provide additional budget
information in the revised grant application, so the application form may look somewhat
different from the original application you submitted. Please note that you must click on Go
to submit in order to send us the updated grant application.

The content of the revised grant application will be used as the basis for the contract between
the Research Council and the Project Owner. Read more about the contracts for R&D
projects here.

We recommend that you begin the project revision immediately. Feel free to contact the case
officer if you have any questions.

Stipulations:

e The mentioned grant amount is an upper limit and can be adjusted after reviewing the
project's cost and financing plan, ensuring that the allocation of funds is in line with the
state aid rules.

e When awarding state aid to collaborating partners, a declaration form for each of the
partners must be submitted together with the revised grant application.

e Only in special occasions the project partners can be changed. If changes are needed, this
must be approved by the Research Council and communicated to existing and new
partners before entering into the contract.

e The project must start between 1. July 2021 and 1. December 2021.

The progress plan:

a. We cannot see that the activities listed qualify as fundamental research and we ask that you
re-evaluate these categories. Please find more information here (especially under "Important
definitions for article 25"): https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/apply-for-funding/funding-
from-the-research-council/Conditions-for-awarding-state-aid/

b. We ask that you split up your main activities into more detail. As of now, the progress plan
does not give a lot of detail on activities and milestones. Please note that changes here also
entails updates to the first table under Budget.

Budget

a. Please provide more details, under Specification or in separate document, on how you have
calculated the personal costs, specifically hourly rates and man months per participant.

Please make sure you are using the Research Council's guidelines:
https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/apply-for-funding/Budget/

b. You list several costs under Specification that needs more details. Specifically, please
specify whether costs like travel and phones are costs occurring due to the research, or if this
is a normal part of project participants' employment. If the latter, these costs are included as
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overhead in hourly rates.

c. You have included large sums for travel and accommodation — are sums calculated based
on assessments of travel versus digital meetings,? If so, please confirm.

d. Radet for muskelskjeletthelse is considered "Other sector" and costs must be moved
accordingly in Cost code table.

We are not asking you to amend the project description, but if you do, please highlight areas
where you have edited text.

Provide a popular science presentation

You must write a popular science presentation in both Norwegian and English in your revised
grant application. It is important to write both the project summary and the popular science
presentation in a way that is understandable to individuals who do not have the relevant
scientific background. Make sure you do not include any confidential information from the
project in these texts. Please note that information about the project will be published in the
Research Council’s project databank once the revised grant application has been approved.
Read more about the Project Databank and how to write good popular science presentations

here.

Required submission of data management plans

In connection with the revision of the grant application, R&D-performing organisations or
companies must assess the need to develop a data management plan for all projects that have
been granted research funding. These plans are normally required if the project collects or in
some other way produces research data. If the Project Owner decides that the project does not
need to develop a data management plan, an explanation of this must be provided in the grant
application. Information about the archive solution(s) to be used for storing the data is to be
provided in the data management plan. Click here for more information about data
management plans.

Collaboration agreements

The Project Owner is responsible for ensuring that written agreements are signed with all the
relevant partners taking part in the project. We encourage all recipients of grant allocations to
start the process of drawing up collaboration agreements immediately. Suggestions
regarding elements to include in an agreement may be found here.

A copy of all signed collaboration agreements is to be attached to the contract when this is
returned to the Research Council. You must return the contract documents within three
months after we have made it available for you on My RCN Web. The contract will not enter
into force until the collaboration agreements are in place. Read more about the “General
Terms and Conditions for R&D Projects” here.

Information about scientific assessment and allocation decisions

We have enclosed an overview of the review of your proposal with the general mark for your
grant application and the marks assigned to each individual criterion. We have also attached
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the assessments of the panel of referees. These assessments are being forwarded to provide
you with scientific feedback, and do not comprise the grounds for the funding decision.
Please notice that applicants are not permitted to contact the referees.

Limited right to lodge a complaint

The decision of the Research Council is exempt from provisions of the Norwegian Public
Administration Act regarding complaints to a superior agency. However, the Research
Council does allow complaints within a restricted framework. For more information, see the
Research Council's website. Please note that it is nof permitted to submit complaints relating
to the academic or expert assessments and priorities that form the basis for the decision to
reject the application.

The deadline for submitting a complaint is 27. August 2021. Complaints must be submitted in
writing and may only be put forth by the Project Owner (institution) via the designated
project administrator.

Insider information

If you become aware that information provided to the Research Council comprises insider
information in accordance with the Securities Trading Act, we ask you please to inform us of
this.

Do you have questions?

Please feel free to contact the case officer Siri H. Hollekim Haaland by email
shh@forskningsradet.no if you have any questions. Please be sure to include the reference
number 326732 on all enquiries to the Research Council relating to this project.

Yours sincerely,

The Research Council of Norway
Vidar Serhus

Director

Siri H. Hollekim Haaland
Case Officer

Approved and expedited electronically without signature

Attachments
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