Appendix 7: GRADE-CERQual Assessment  
 
	 
INDIVIDUAL LEVEL: Theme 1 PERSONAL GAINS  
 

	Summary of Review Finding 
	Contributing Studies 
	Methodological Limitations 
	Coherence 
	Adequacy 
	Relevance 
	Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  
	Rationale for 
Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  

	Finding 1: People’s participation in a COVID-19 vaccine trial can be motivated by the potential for both financial and health benefits  
 
	Wenztell & Racila 2021 [36]; Ekezie 2020 [59]; Nguyen 2022 [61], Yuh 2022 [62] 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study with no concerns, one study with minor concerns one study with  moderate concerns and one with major concerns. 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, based on variations of the data within different studies reporting re financial motivations.  
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with four studies contributing to this finding. One study contributing rich data, one study moderately rich data and two studies thin data.  
 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included ethnic minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only.  
 
	Moderate Confidence  
	 
Minor concerns regarding coherence and adequacy; moderate concerns regarding methodological limitations and relevance.  

	 
INDIVIDUAL LEVEL: Theme 2 PERCEIVED RISK 
 

	Summary of Review Finding 
	Contributing Studies 
	Methodological Limitations 
	Coherence 
	Adequacy 
	Relevance 
	Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  
	Rationale for 
Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  

	 
Finding 2: People are hesitant to participate in COVID-19 vaccine trials and consider them risky and experimental if they are concerned about the speed of vaccine development, the unknown vaccine side-effects and if they view trial participants as experimental subjects akin to ‘guinea pigs’  
 
	Anderson 2021 [60], Ekezie 2020 [59], Yuh 2022 [62] 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study with no concerns, one study with minor concerns and one study with major concerns. 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding. 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with three studies contributing to this finding. One study contributing rich data, one study moderately rich data and one study thin data. 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included pregnant women, ethnic minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
	Moderate Confidence  
	 
No/ very minor concerns regarding coherence; minor concerns regarding adequacy; moderate concerns regarding methodological limitations and relevance. 

	Finding 3: People may consider participating in COVID-19 vaccine trials in the future when the vaccine has undergone additional testing and a greater understating of vaccine side effects is established 
 
	Anderson 2021 [60], Ekezie 2020 [59], 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study with no concerns and one study with minor concerns. 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding. 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with two studies contributing to this finding. One study contributing rich data and one study moderately rich data. 
 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included pregnant women, ethnic minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
Geographical spread is very limited with studies were conducted in UK only. 
 
	 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
Minor concerns regarding methodological limitations, no / very minor concerns regarding coherence, moderate concerns regarding adequacy and relevance. 


 
 



	 
INTERPERSONAL LEVEL: Theme 3 INFLUENCE OF FAMILY & COMMUNITY 
 

	Summary of Review Finding 
	Contributing Studies 
	Methodological Limitations 
	Coherence 
	Adequacy 
	Relevance 
	Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  
	Rationale for 
Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  

	Finding 4: People’s decisions about participating in COVID-19 vaccine trials can be influenced by the perspectives of their family and the norms within their culture 
 
	Ekezie 2020 [59], Nguyen 2022 [61] 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study with minor concerns and one study with moderate concerns. 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding. 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with two studies contributing to this finding. One study moderately rich data and one study thin data. 
 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included ethnic minority and vulnerable communities only. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in UK and USA only. 
 
	 
 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
No / very minor concerns regarding coherence, moderate concerns regarding methodological limitations, adequacy and relevance. 

	Finding 5: People’s perceptions of whether their participation in trials would be advantageous or disadvantageous for their family can influence their decision-making when considering COVID-19 vaccine trial participation 
 
	Ekezie 2020 [59]; Wenztell and Racila 2021, 2022 [36, 37] 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study (reported in two papers) with no concerns and one study with minor concerns 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with two studies (reported in three papers) contributing to this finding. One study (reported in two papers) contributing rich data and one study moderately rich data. 
 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
	 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
No / very minor concerns regarding coherence, minor concerns regarding methodological limitations and adequacy; moderate concerns regarding relevance. 


 
 



	 
 
COMMUNITY LEVEL: Theme 4 CONTRIBUTING FOR OTHERS  
 

	Summary of Review Finding 
	Contributing Studies 
	Methodological Limitations 
	Coherence 
	Adequacy 
	Relevance 
	Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  
	Rationale for 
Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  

	Finding 6: People’s desire to help others can serve as a motivation for participating in a COVID-19 vaccine trial 
 
	Ekezie 2020 [59], Nguyen 2022 [61], Wenztell & Racila 2021& 2022 [36, 37] 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study (reported in two papers) with no concerns, one study with minor concerns  and one study with moderate concerns 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with three studies (reported in four papers) contributing to this finding. One study (reported in two papers) contributing rich data, one study moderately rich data and one study thin data. 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
	 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
No / very minor concerns regarding coherence. minor concerns regarding methodological limitations and adequacy, and moderate concerns regarding relevance. 

	Finding 7: People’s desire to help communities return to pre-pandemic life can motivate participation in a COVID-19 vaccine trial 
 
	Ekezie 2020 [59], Wenztell & Racila 2021& 2022 [36, 37] 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study (reported in two papers) with no concerns and one study with minor concerns 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with two studies (reported in three papers) contributing to this finding. One study (reported in two papers) contributing rich data, one study moderately rich data. 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
 
	 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
No / very minor concerns regarding coherence; minor concerns regarding methodological limitations and adequacy; and moderate concerns regarding relevance. 

	Finding 8: People’s perception of whether participating in COVID-19 vaccine trial would be beneficial or detrimental for their specific demographic group, along with their sense of responsibility to act as an exemplar for vaccination behaviour, can influence their consideration of COVID-19 vaccine trial participation 
 
	Anderson 2021 [60], Ekezie 2020 [59], Wenztell & Racila 2021& 2022 [36, 37] 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of two study (reported in three papers) with no concerns and one study with minor concerns 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, based on variations of the data within different studies reporting re sense of responsibility. 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with three studies (reported in four papers) contributing to this finding. Two studies (reported in three papers) contributing rich data, one study moderately rich data. 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included pregnant women and minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
 
	 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
Minor concerns regarding methodological limitations, coherence and adequacy; and moderate concerns regarding relevance. 


 
 



	 
ORGANISATIONAL LEVEL: Theme 5 INSTITUTIONAL TRUST AND MISTRUST 
 

	Summary of Review Finding 
	Contributing Studies 
	Methodological Limitations 
	Coherence 
	Adequacy 
	Relevance 
	Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  
	Rationale for 
Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  

	Finding 9: People’s trust or mistrust of science can influence their willingness to participate in a COVID-19 vaccine trial  
 
	Ekezie 2020 [59], Wentzell & Racila 2021, 2022 [36, 37] 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study (reported in two papers) with no concerns and one study with minor concerns. 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding. 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with two studies (reported in three papers) contributing to this finding. One study (reported in two papers) contributing rich data, one study moderately rich data. 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
 
	 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
No / very minor concerns regarding coherence; minor concerns regarding methodological limitations, adequacy, moderate concern regarding relevance. 

	Finding 10: People’s lack of trust in the government can influence their willingness to participate in a COVID-19 vaccine trial  
 
 
	Ekezie 2020 [59], Nguyen 2022 [61], Yuh 2022 [62] 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study with minor concerns  one study with  moderate concerns and one with major concerns. 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding. 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with three studies contributing to this finding. One study moderately rich data and two studies thin data. 
 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
 
	 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
No / minor concerns regarding coherence; minor concerns regarding adequacy; moderate concerns regarding methodological limitations and relevance.  


 
 



	 
OPERATIONAL LEVEL: Theme 6 ACCESSIBILITY OF THE TRIAL 
 

	Summary of Review Finding 
	Contributing Studies 
	Methodological Limitations 
	Coherence 
	Adequacy 
	Relevance 
	Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  
	Rationale for 
Overall GRADE-CERQual Assessment  

	Finding 11: Some people from ethnic minorities and vulnerable communities suggest trial designs which address their cultural and community-specific requirements facilitate their consideration of COVID-19 vaccine trial participation 
 
	Ekezie 2020 [59], Nguyen 2022 [61] , Yuh 2022 [62] 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study with minor concerns one study with  moderate concerns and one with major concerns. 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding. 
	Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with three studies contributing to this finding. One study moderately rich data and two thin data. 
 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
 
	 
Moderate Confidence  
	 
No / minor concerns regarding coherence; minor concerns regarding adequacy; and moderate  concerns regarding methodological limitations and relevance. 

	Finding 12: Some people from ethnic minorities and vulnerable communities view COVID-19 vaccine trials that prioritise logistical accessibility and minimise discomfort for participants as facilitators to  
COVID-19 vaccine trial participation  
 
	Ekezie 2020 [59], Yuh 2022 [62] 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study with minor concerns and one study with major concerns. 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding. 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with two studies contributing to this finding. One study moderately rich data and one study thin data. 
 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation. 
 
Participants included minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
 
	 
Low Confidence  
	 
No / minor concerns regarding coherence; moderate  concerns regarding methodological limitations, adequacy and relevance.  

	Finding 13: For some people from ethnic minorities and vulnerable communities communicating trial information, transparently and understandably, involving individuals known within their own community in trial processes (such as recruitment)  can serve as a facilitator to COVID-19 vaccine trial participation 
  
	Ekezie 2020 [59], Nguyen 2022 [61] 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding methodological limitations, based on the assessment of one study with minor concerns and one study with moderate concerns. 
	No / Very Minor Concerns 
 
Regarding coherence, with data in primary studies representing clearly the finding. 
	Moderate Concerns 
 
Regarding adequacy with two studies contributing to this finding. One study moderately rich data and one study thin data. 
 
	Moderate Concerns  
 
Regarding relevance, studies included actual and hypothetical experiences of invitation to trial participation.  
 
Participants included minority and vulnerable communities. 
 
There is limited geographical spread with studies conducted in the USA and UK only. 
 
	 
Low Confidence  
	 
No / minor concerns regarding coherence; moderate  concerns regarding methodological limitations, adequacy and  relevance.  



