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[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure S2. Secreted cellulolytic activity of cre1-overexpressing or cre1-knockout transformants. Pleurotus ostreatus PC9 was genetically manipulated to either overexpress or knock out the cre1 gene. The fungi were grown on minimal medium, containing 2% MCC, for 7 days. Secreted cellulolytic activity was measured by applying the supernatant fluids on phosphoric acid swollen cellulose and measuring the released soluble reducing sugars by the DNS method [1]. The cre1-overexpressing transformant OE7 exhibited the lowest secreted cellulolytic activity and was thus selected for further analysis (termed herein OEcre1; red bar marked with black arrow). The cre1-knockout transformant showed the highest secreted cellulolytic activity and was thus selected for further analysis (termed herein KOcre1; green bar marked with black arrow).   
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