Additional file 1: Patients´ characteristics
[image: ]
image1.emf
sex (female n, %) 35/50

70%

age (years ± SD)

52.7 ±10.0

disease duration (months ± SD)

46.9 ±66.1

inadequate efficacy of synthetic DMARDs (n, %)

50/50 100%

    including MTX-monotherapy, Sulfasalazin, Azathioprin, Leflunomid

RTX first-line (n, %)

20/50 40%

RTX second-line (n, %)

30/50 60%

    after inadequate efficacy of biologic DMARDs (Infliximab) (n, %)

30/50 60%

concomitant medication:

    MTX (n, mean dose [mg/week]) 38/50 19.04

    Prednisolon (n, mean dose [mg/day]) 37/50 7.22

baseline seropositivity of autoantibodies:

    RF IgG positivity (n, %) 3/50 6 %

    Anti-CCP IgG positivity (n, %) 46/50 92 %

    Anti-MCV IgG positivity (n, %) 50/50 100 %

mean baseline DAS28 of all 50 patients (v ± SD) 5.93 ±1.08

mean DAS28 of 50 all patients after 24 weeks (v ± SD)

3.67 ±1.26

Responders to RTX (DAS28 improvement of ≥ 1.2) (n, %) 37/50 74 %

RTX-responders with DAS28-response at 24 weeks (n, %)

            DAS28 ≤ 2.6             (remission)  12/37 32.43%

            3.2 ≥ DAS28 > 2.6    (low disease activity) 5/37 13.51 %

            5.1 ≥ DAS28 > 3.2    (moderate disease activity) 17/37 45.95 %

            DAS28 > 5.1             (high disease activity) 3/37 8.11 %

DAS28 of RTX-responders (baseline) (v ± SD)

6.23 ±1.02

DAS28 of RTX-responders (24 weeks) (v ± SD)

3.30 ±1.12

DAS28 improvement of RTX-responders (v, percental decline)

2.93 47.03 %

Non-Responders to RTX (DAS28 improvement of < 1.2) (n, %)

13/50 26%

RTX-non-responders with DAS28-response at 24 weeks (n, %)

            DAS28 ≤ 2.6             (remission)  0/13 0%

            3.2 ≥ DAS28 > 2.6    (low disease activity) 1/13 7.69 %

            5.1 ≥ DAS28 > 3.2    (moderate disease activity) 7/13 53.85 %

            DAS28 > 5.1             (high disease activity) 5/13 38.46 %

DAS28 of RTX-non-responders (baseline) (v ± SD)

5.09 ±0.79

DAS28 of RTX-non-responders (24 weeks) (v ± SD)

4.72 ±1.04

DAS28 improvement of RTX-non-responders (v, percental 

decline) 0.37 7.27 %

baseline = time before RTX-application; RTX = rituximab; n = number of patients; % = percentage; SD = 

standard deviation; DMARDs= Disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs; MTX = Methotrexat; v = value; 

RF = Rheumatoid factor; Anti-CCP = antibodies against cyclic citrullinated peptide; Anti-MCV = antibodies

against mutated citrullinated vimentin; DAS28 = disease activity score 28

Baseline characteristics before RTX-treatment

Follow-up characteristics after RTX-treatment


