Additional file 2. Side effects observed during treatment
	
	GC monotherapy
(N=77)
	GC + IM combination therapy
(N=138)
	p-value

	Initial 6 months
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]    Diabetes mellitus
	6 (7.8%)
	8 (5.8%)
	0.575

	    Infection
	6 (7.8%)
	13 (9.4%)
	0.805

	    Liver dysfunction
	0 (0%)
	2 (1.4%)
	0.538

	Gastrointestinal 
reaction
	3 (3.9%)
	8 (5.8%)
	0.750

	All follow-up period
	
	
	

	    Diabetes mellitus
	10 (13%)
	18 (13%)
	1

	    Infection
	11 (14.3%)
	27 (19.6%)
	0.358

	    Liver dysfunction
	4 (5.2%)
	3 (2.2%)
	0.252

	    Leukopenia
	0 (0%)
	3 (2.2%)
	0.554

	Gastrointestinal 
reaction
	8 (10.4%)
	14 (10.1%)
	1







