[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional file 3: Table S3 Temporal frequency distribution of Giardia duodenalis infection by hospital setting according to gender and age group of the cohort of patients investigated in the present study
	
	Iran Hospital (n = 5,720)
	Khatam Hospital (n = 628)
	Clinical Reference Laboratory (n = 11,107)

	
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male

	
	≤ 7 yrs.
	> 7 yrs.
	≤ 7 yrs.
	> 7 yrs.
	≤ 7 yrs.
	> 7 yrs.
	≤ 7 yrs.
	> 7 yrs.
	≤ 7 yrs.
	> 7 yrs.
	≤ 7 yrs.
	> 7 yrs.

	Period
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)
	Pos./total (%)

	2020–2021
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Apr
	2/23 (8.7)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/34 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/18 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/57 (0.0)

	   May
	2/88 (2.3)
	0/10 (0.0)
	2/116 (1.7)
	0/10 (0.0)
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	0/2 (0.0)
	1/32 (3.1)
	0/14 (0.0)
	4/362 (1.1)

	   Jun
	0/22 (0.0)
	0/3 (0.0)
	6/46 (13.1)
	0/2 (0.0)
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/6 (0.0)
	0/6 (0.0)
	2/134 (1.5)

	   Jul
	1/16 (6.2)
	0/3 (0.0)
	2/32 (6.2)
	1/2 (50.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	1/44 (2.3)
	1/21 (4.8)
	16/514 (3.1)

	   Aug
	0/38 (0.0)
	1/8 (12.5)
	2/52 (3.8)
	1/2 (50.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/10 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/8 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	1/35 (2.8)
	0/12 (0.0)
	6/290 (2.1)

	   Sep
	3/94 (3.2)
	0/13 (0.0)
	4/124 (3.3)
	1/12 (8.3)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/7 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/10 (0.0)
	1/2 (50.0)
	3/57 (5.3)
	1/12 (8.3)
	7/289 (2.4)

	   Oct
	2/116 (1.7)
	1/18 (5.5)
	2/201 (1.0)
	1/17 (5.9)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/8 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	1/8 (12.5)
	0/3 (0.0)
	1/85 (1.2)
	0/11 (0.0)
	7/266 (2.6)

	   Nov
	2/143 (1.4)
	0/21 (0.0)
	3/215 (1.4)
	1/18 (5.5)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/10 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/7 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/46 (0.0)
	1/14 (7.1)
	6/345 (1.7)

	   Dec
	7/111 (6.3)
	0/12 (0.0)
	2/143 (1.4)
	0/10 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/15 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/9 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	1/49 (2.0)
	0/19 (0.0)
	4/460 (0.9)

	   Jan
	4/80 (5.0)
	0/10 (0.0)
	1/107 (0.9)
	0/10 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/6 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/8 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/50 (0.0)
	1/36 (2.8)
	8/863 (0.9)

	   Feb
	2/70 (2.8)
	0/6 (0.0)
	6/99 (6.0)
	1/6 (16.7)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/3 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/15 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	1/58 (1.7)
	0/26 (0.0)
	5/631 (0.8)

	   Mar
	5/123 (4.1)
	1/15 (6.7)
	8/184 (4.3)
	0/15 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	2/19 (10.5)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/16 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/41 (0.0)
	0/11 (0.0)
	4/266 (1.5)

	   Total
	30/924 (3.2)
	3/121 (2.5)
	38/1,353 (2.8)
	6/106 (5.7)
	0/1 (0.0)
	2/79 (2.5)
	0/0 (0.0)
	1/82 (1.2)
	1/22 (4.5)
	9/521 (1.7)
	4/184 (2.2)
	69/4,477 (1.5)

	2021–2022
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Apr
	4/86 (4.6)
	0/12 (0.0)
	1/108 (0.9)
	1/8 (12.5)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/13 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/23 (0.0)
	0/3 (0.0)
	1/54 (1.8)
	0/10 (0.0)
	3/241 (1.2)

	   May
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/9 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/11 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/20 (0.0)
	0/8 (0.0)
	2/182 (1.1)

	   Jun
	ND
	ND
	ND
	ND
	1/1 (100)
	1/15 (6.7)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/14 (0.0)
	1/2 (50.0)
	1/45 (2.2)
	0/14 (0.0)
	4/343 (1.2)

	   Jul
	1/37 (2.7)
	1/7 (14.3)
	4/57 (7.0)
	0/3 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/4 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/10 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	1/36 (2.8)
	0/15 (0.0)
	5/368 (1.3)

	   Aug
	1/58 (1.7)
	0/9 (0.0)
	5/109 (4.6)
	2/9 (22.2)
	0/3 (0.0)
	0/6 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/7 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	2/30 (6.7)
	0/15 (0.0)
	0/361 (0.0)

	   Sep
	3/83 (3.6)
	2/15 (13.3)
	4/144 (2.8)
	0/10 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	1/9 (11.1)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/9 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/33 (0.0)
	0/20 (0.0)
	0/490 (0.0)

	   Oct
	5/114 (4.4)
	2/15 (13.3)
	9/179 (5.0)
	0/10 (0.0)
	0/0 (0.0)
	0/13 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/22 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	1/37 (2.7)
	0/8 (0.0)
	0/197 (0.0)

	   Nov
	0/61 (0.0)
	0/8 (0.0)
	1/94 (1.1)
	0/8 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/28 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/41 (0.0)
	0/3 (0.0)
	1/61 (1.6)
	1/20 (5.0)
	3/486 (0.6)

	   Dec
	8/220 (3.6)
	1/30 (3.3)
	11/405 (2.7)
	2/39 (5.1)
	0/1 (0.0)
	1/22 (4.5)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/37 (0.0)
	0/4 (0.0)
	0/88 (0.0)
	0/19 (0.0)
	2/452 (0.4)

	   Jan
	2/141 (1.4)
	1/22 (4.5)
	10/221 (4.5)
	1/18 (5.5)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/17 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/23 (0.0)
	0/3 (0.0)
	2/75 (2.7)
	1/27 (3.7)
	4/640 (0.6)

	   Feb
	10/112 (8.9)
	2/25 (8.0)
	10/239 (4.2)
	0/10 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/27 (0.0)
	0/1 (0.0)
	1/35 (2.8)
	0/3 (0.0)
	0/69 (0.0)
	0/31 (0.0)
	1/759 (0.1)

	   Mar
	8/171 (4.7)
	1/25 (4.0)
	6/279 (2.2)
	1/15 (6.7)
	0/1 (0.0)
	2/26 (7.7)
	0/1 (0.0)
	0/20 (0.0)
	0/2 (0.0)
	0/44 (0.0)
	0/23 (0.0)
	0/556 (0.0)

	   Total
	42/1,083 (3.9)
	10/168 (5.9)
	61/1,835 (3.3)
	7/130 (5.4)
	1/12 (8.3)
	5/189 (2.6)
	0/13 (0.0)
	1/252 (0.4)
	1/26 (3.8)
	9/592 (1.5)
	2/210 (0.9)
	24/5,075 (0.5)


ND: No data

