Supplementary Table 1 – Participant characteristics, their knowledge and perceptions of Thalassaemia screening
	
	Male
	Female
	Total

	
	Count
	%
	(95%CI)
	Count
	%
	(95%CI)
	Count
	%
	(95%CI)

	Relationship status
	Married
	0
	
	
	3
	4%
	(1%-10%)
	3
	2%
	(0%-4%)

	
	In a relationship
	27
	23%
	(16%-31%)
	21
	28%
	(19%-39%)
	48
	25%
	(19%-32%)

	
	Not in a relationship
	90
	77%
	(69%-84%)
	50
	68%
	(56%-77%)
	140
	73%
	(67%-79%)

	Ever heard of Thalassaemia? 
	Yes
	73
	60%
	(52%-69%)
	55
	73%
	(63%-82%)
	128
	65%
	(59%-72%)

	
	No
	48
	40%
	(31%-49%)
	20
	27%
	(18%-37%)
	68
	35%
	(28%-42%)

	Ever heard of Thalassaemia screening?
	Yes
	44
	38%
	(30%-47%)
	37
	53%
	(41%-64%)
	81
	44%
	(37%-51%)

	
	No
	72
	62%
	(53%-71%)
	33
	47%
	(36%-59%)
	105
	57%
	(49%-63%)

	Believe a doctor’s referral is needed for screening
	Yes
	64
	55%
	(46%-64%)
	42
	58%
	(47%-69%)
	106
	56%
	(49%-63%)

	
	No
	53
	45%
	(37%-54%)
	30
	42%
	(31%-53%)
	83
	44%
	(37%-51%)

	Undergone Thalassaemia screening
	Yes
	8
	7%
	(3%-12%)
	7
	10%
	(5%-18%)
	15
	8%
	(5%-12%)

	
	No
	110
	93%
	(88%-97%)
	64
	90%
	(82%-96%)
	174
	92%
	(88%-95%)

	If screened, the results of the thalassaemia screening
	Trait
	0
	
	
	0
	
	
	0
	
	

	
	Negative
	3
	13%
	(4%-31%)
	3
	23%
	(7%-50%)
	6
	17%
	(7%-31%)

	
	Thal Major
	1
	4%
	(1%-19%)
	0
	0%
	
	1
	3%
	(0%-12%)

	Perceived probability of having thalassaemia trait (among those who don't know their thalassaemia status)
	There is a probability
	3
	3%
	(1%-7%)
	1
	1%
	(0%-6%)
	4
	2%
	(1%-5%)

	
	No probability
	112
	97%
	(92%-99%)
	72
	99%
	(94%-100%)
	184
	97%
	(94%-99%)

	Likelihood of undergoing thalassaemia screening before marriage
	Unlikely
	18
	16%
	(10%-23%)
	11
	15%
	(8%-25%)
	29
	15%
	(11%-21%)

	
	Not sure
	43
	37%
	(29%-47%)
	24
	33%
	(23%-44%)
	67
	36%
	(29%-43%)

	
	likely
	54
	47%
	(38%-56%)
	38
	52%
	(41%-63%)
	92
	49%
	(42%-56%)

	If the participant was found to have thalassemia trait, being concerned about the partner’s thalassemia status before marriage 
	Unlikely
	12
	11%
	(6%-18%)
	16
	23%
	(15%-34%)
	28
	16%
	(11%-22%)

	
	Not sure
	43
	39%
	(30%-48%)
	26
	38%
	(27%-49%)
	69
	39%
	(32%-46%)

	
	likely
	55
	50%
	(41%-59%)
	27
	39%
	(28%-51%)
	82
	46%
	(39%-53%)

	Perceived possibility of continuing the relationship with the partner if they both had the thalassaemia trait 
	Unlikely
	31
	27%
	(20%-36%)
	26
	37%
	(26%-48%)
	57
	31%
	(25%-38%)

	
	Not sure
	53
	47%
	(38%-56%)
	32
	45%
	(34%-57%)
	85
	46%
	(39%-53%)

	
	likely
	29
	26%
	(18%-34%)
	13
	18%
	(11%-29%)
	42
	23%
	(17%-29%)

	Preferred methods for thalassaemia screening 
	Voluntary screening before marriage
	12
	14%
	(8%-22%)
	10
	15%
	(8%-25%)
	22
	14%
	(9%-20%)

	
	Mandatory screening before marriage
	23
	26%
	(18%-36%)
	24
	35%
	(25%-47%)
	47
	30%
	(23%-37%)

	
	Universal Screening at school
	23
	26%
	(18%-36%)
	21
	31%
	(21%-43%)
	44
	28%
	(21%-35%)

	
	Universal screening during Infancy
	25
	28%
	(20%-38%)
	12
	18%
	(10%-28%)
	37
	24%
	(18%-31%)

	
	Other
	0
	0%
	
	0
	0%
	
	0
	0%
	



