Additional Table 1: Baseline characteristics and clinicopathological variables. Characteristics and clinicopathological variables of HNSCC and control patients included into the training (n=137 HNSCC and n=170 control patients) and testing cohorts (n=141 HNSCC and n=102 control patients).

	
	Training Cohort
	Testing Cohort

	
	HNSCC patients*
	
	Controls**
	
	HNSCC Patients*
	Controls*

	Total
	137 (100%)
	
	170 (100%)
	
	141 (100%)
	102 (100%)

	Follow-up [Days], (Median, Interquartile Range)
	533, 489
	
	
	
	333, 351
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	

	≤ 50 Years
	10 (7%)
	
	33 (19%)
	
	11 (8%)
	13 (13%)

	51-60 Years
	45 (33%)
	
	62 (37%)
	
	37 (26%)
	30 (29%)

	> 60 Years
	82 (60%)
	
	75 (44%)
	
	93 (66%)
	59 (58%)

	Median Age [Years]
	62
	
	59
	
	63
	62

	Mean Age [Years]
	62.6
	
	59.4
	
	64.5
	62.6

	Age Range [Years]
	32-89
	
	24-87
	
	37-93
	36-86

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Female
	26 (19%)
	
	70 (41%)
	
	26 (18%)
	31 (30%)

	Male
	111 (81%)
	
	100 (59%)
	
	115 (82%)
	71 (70%)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Smoking and Drinking Habits
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-smokers
	11 (8%)
	
	46 (27%)
	
	28 (20%)
	22 (22%)

	Smokers (Current and Former)
	104 (76%)
	
	98 (58%)
	
	103 (73%)
	72 (71%)

	Unknown Smoking Status
	22 (16%)
	
	26 (15%)
	
	10 (7%)
	8 (8%)

	Range Pack/Years
	0-200
	
	0-120
	
	0-130
	0-100

	Median Pack/Years (Smokers only)
	40
	
	30
	
	30
	30

	Mean Pack/Years (Smokers only)
	49.2
	
	39.8
	
	31.2
	31.9

	Unknown Alcohol Consumption
	30 (22%)
	
	38 (22%)
	
	13 (9%)
	13 (13%)

	No Alcohol
	8 (6%)
	
	15 (9%)
	
	28 (20%)
	15 (15%)

	Occasional Alcohol
	9 (7%)
	
	32 (19%)
	
	19 (13%)
	24 (24%)

	Moderate Alcohol
	51 (37%)
	
	73 (43%)
	
	36 (26%)
	37 (36%)

	Strong Alcohol
	13 (9%)
	
	6 (3.5%)
	
	5 (4%)
	6 (6%)

	Alcoholic (Current and Former)
	26 (19%)
	
	6 (3.5%)
	
	40 (28%)
	7 (7%)




	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Localisation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oral Cavity / Tongue / Lips
	15 (11%)
	
	
	
	38 (27%)
	

	Oropharynx and Tonsils
	53 (39%)
	
	
	
	41 (29%)
	

	Hypopharynx
	18 (13%)
	
	
	
	17 (12%)
	

	Larynx
	37 (27%)
	
	
	
	33 (23%)
	

	Others (Nasopharynx, Facial Skin)
	10 (7%)
	
	
	
	9 (6%)
	

	CUP
	4 (3%)
	
	
	
	3 (2%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tumor
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Primary Tumor
	107 (78%)
	
	
	
	112 (79%)
	

	Loco-regional Recurrencel
	30 (22%)
	
	
	
	29 (21%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tumor (T) Category
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tis
	1 (1%)
	
	
	
	1 (1%)
	

	T1
	22 (16%)
	
	
	
	31 (22%)
	

	T2
	42 (31%)
	
	
	
	43 (30%)
	

	T3
	30 (22%)
	
	
	
	29 (21%)
	

	T4
	32 (23%)
	
	
	
	28 (20%)
	

	N/A
	10 (7%)
	
	
	
	9 (6%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nodal (N) Category
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N0
	37 (27%)
	
	
	
	38 (27%)
	

	N1
	19 (14%)
	
	
	
	24 (17%)
	

	N2
	51 (37%)
	
	
	
	54 (38%)
	

	N3
	2 (1%)
	
	
	
	5 (4%)
	

	Nx
	28 (20%)
	
	
	
	20 (14%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Distant Metastases (M) Category
	
	
	
	
	
	

	M0
	132 (96%)
	
	
	
	138 (98%)
	

	M1
	5 (4%)
	
	
	
	3 (2%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Histopathological Grade
	
	
	
	
	
	

	G1
	2 (1%)
	
	
	
	10 (7%)
	

	G2
	59 (43%)
	
	
	
	52 (37%)
	

	G3
	51 (37%)
	
	
	
	33 (23%)
	

	N/A
	25 (18%)
	
	
	
	25 (18%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lymphatic Invasion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L0
	64 (46%)
	
	
	
	69 (49%)
	

	L1
	28 (21%)
	
	
	
	29 (21%)
	

	N/A
	45 (33%)
	
	
	
	43 (30%)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vascular Invasion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	V0
	79 (58%)
	
	
	
	86 (61%)
	

	V1
	12 (9%)
	
	
	
	9 (6%)
	

	N/A
	46 (34%)
	
	
	
	46 (33%)
	


*identical patients as described by Schröck et al. [2]., ** including 122 patients as already described by Schröck et al. [2].
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