Additional file 2. Quality assessment of cohort studies by the Newcastle-Ottawa scale. 

	Criteria
	

	Selection

	1) Representativeness of the Exposed Cohort? (scored 1 star)

	
	2) Selection of the Non-Exposed Cohort (same community scored 1 star) 

	
	3) Ascertainment of Exposure (scored 1 star)

	
	4) Demonstration That Outcome of Interest Was Not Present at Start of Study (no history of infertility scored 1 star)


	Comparability
	5) Comparability of Cohorts on the Basis of the Design or Analysis (control or population matched for important factor scored 1 star; control for additional factor scored 1 star among maternal age, gestational age, sex, age)


	Outcome
	6) Assessment of Outcome (Targeted gene studies : several CpGs and quantitative measure, Genome-wide : control for gender/cell-type composition scored 1 star)

	
	7) Same method of ascertainment of outcome for exposed and non-exposed (scored 1 star)

	
	8) Was Follow-Up Long Enough for Outcomes to Occur (scored 1 star) 

	
	Total stars (maximum: 9)




