Supplementary Methods
Kinase inhibitor treatment
To block the other Smad-independent TGF-pathways, we used an ERK inhibitor (U0126), a JNK inhibitor (SP600125), a p38MAPK inhibitor (SB203580), and an AKT inhibitor (LY294002). All the inhibitors were obtained from Calbiochem (San Diego, CA). The HIMFs were seeded at a density of 1.5 × 105 cells/well in 6-well plates. Dose dependence for each inhibitor was determined by pretreating cells in serum-free medium for 30 minutes, after which 5 ng/mL of TGF-β1 were added to the medium, and the cells were incubated for 48 hours. Western blots were performed to assess the expression of Procol1A1, FN and α-SMA as described earlier.
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