[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional file 1 Descriptive statistics for the farms used.  Farm D was separated between samples taken before 31 Oct 1991 (D1) and samples taken after that date (D2). 

	Farm   
	Sampled cows 
	Sampling duration  (days) 
	Number of infections events  (cow starts shedding) 
	Total number of sampling (shedding levels)   

	A  
	1044
	2429
	45
	6404 (72 positive) 

	B  
	338
	2276
	12
	2183 (15 positive) 

	C  
	385
	2613
	37
	2200 (54 positive) 

	D1 
	242
	2940
	70
	1222 (77 positive) 

	D2 
	356
	4084
	34
	1828 (42 positive) 



