Supplemental Table 2. Summary of reports on serological studies in people with occupational contact to animals. Data from published studies (as referenced) investigating the prevalence of anti-HEV antibodies in different types of exposed and control groups in different countries are summarized in the table.

	Exposed group
	prevalence
	Control group
	prevalence
	Country
	Reference

	Slaughterhouse workers, butchers, pig farmers swine veterinarians 
	35/114 (30.7 %)
	anonymous volunteers, matched by age, sex and region
	161/804 (19.9 %)
	Portugal
	[140] 

	Pig farm workers
	24/79 (30%) 
	Blood donors
	162/1200 (14%)
	Norway
	[141] 

	Swine farmers
Cattle farmers 
Sheep farmers 
Deer farmers 
Fox farmers 
Mink farmers 
Poultry farmers 
	57/116 (49.1%)
22/83 (26.5%)
20/65 (30.8%)
35/87 (40.2%)
21/69 (30.4%)
28/88 (31.8%)
26/92 (28.3%)
	Control
Subjects, age- and gender-matched
	 121/600 (20.2%)
	China
	[142] 

	Workers with occupational contact with swine
	4/69 (5.7%)
	People without occupational contact with swine
	1/73 (1.3%)
	Italy
	[143] 

	Swine vet-
erinarians
	8/83 (9.6%)
	Blood donors
	15/170 (8.8%)
	Italy
	[106] 

	Hunters
	26/126 (21%)
	German Health Examination Survey for Adults
	731/4352 (16.8%)
	Germany
	[111] 

	Pork butchers
	76/100 (76%)
	Blood donors
	43/90 (47.8%)
	Burkina Faso
	[116] 

	People with recent and past direct pig contact
	13/113 (11.5%)
	People without recent and past direct pig contact
	5/126
(4.0%)
	Germany
	[144] 

	Pet Veterinarians
	7/373 (9.9%)
	Matched general population
	16/120 (13.3%)
	Portugal
	[145] 

	Pig farm workers

Forestry workers
	134/306 (43.8%)

84/231 (36.4%)

	Social and administrative staff, gardeners, traders, cereal growers
	84/322	 (26.1%)
	France
	[109] 

	Pig farmers
	39/171 (22.8%)
	individuals with no history of occupa-
tional contact with pigs on a farm
	79/342 (23.1%)
	Thailand
	[107] 

	Forest workers
	99/555 (17.8%)
	Blood donors
	33/298 (11.1%)
	Germany
	[108] 

	living on subsistence family or commercial farms, working in slaughterhouses
	26/310 (8.4%)
	Blood donors from urban area
	4/101 (4.0%)
	Brazil
	[146] 

	Slaughterers, meat inspectors, pig farmers, veterinarians
	30/106 (28.3%)
	Age- and gender-matched blood donors
	18/116 (15.5%)
	Germany
	[147] 

	Persons in contact with pigs
	25/113 (11.8%)
	Unexposed individuals
	4/100 (4%)
	Spain
	[148] 

	Swine farmers,
pig handlers, and swine veterinarians
	19/101 (18.8%)
	Volunteers with no contact with swine
	4/97 (4.1%)
	Spain
	[149] 

	Wild boar hunters
	19/75 (25.3%)
	Residents from the same location
	18/326 (5.5%) 
	Japan
	[110] 
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Supplemental  Table  2 . Summary of reports on serological  studies in people with occupational  contact to animals.   Data from published studies (as referenced) investigating the prevalence   of anti - HEV antibodies in different types of exposed and control groups in different countries  are summarized in the table.    

Exposed group  prevalence  Control group  prevalence  Country  Reference  

Slaughterhouse  workers, butchers, pig  farmers swine  veterinarians   35/114 (30.7 %)  anonymous  volunteers, ma t ched  by age, sex and region  161/804 (19.9  %)  Portugal  [140]    

Pig farm workers  24/79 (30%)   Blood donors  162/1200 (14%)  Norway  [141]    

Swine farmers   Cattle farmers    Sheep farmers    Deer farmers    Fox farmers    Mink farmers    Poultry farmers   57/116 (49.1%)   22/83 (26.5%)   20/65 (30.8%)   35/87 (40.2%)   21/69 (30.4%)   28/88 (31.8%)   26/92 (28.3%)  Control   Subjects, age -   and  gender - matched    121/600  (20.2%)  China  [142]    

Workers with  occupational contact  with swine  4/69 (5.7%)  People without  occupational contact  with swine  1/73 (1.3%)  Italy  [143]    

Swine vet -   erinarians  8/83 (9.6%)  Blood donors  15/170 (8.8%)  Italy  [106]    

Hunters  26/126 (21%)  German Health  Examination Survey  for Adults  731/4352  (16.8%)  Germany  [111]    

Pork butchers  76/100 (76%)  Blood donors  43/90 (47.8%)  Burkina Faso  [116]    

People with recent and  past direct pig contact  13/113 (11.5%)  People without recent  and past direct pig  contact  5/126   (4.0%)  Germany  [144]    

Pet Veterinarians  7/373 (9.9%)  Matched general  population  16/120 (13.3%)  Portugal  [145]    

