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Declaration
I declare that this survey is a part of my doctoral research entitled ‘Role of high altitude pastures (phu) in traditional farming systems: a case study from Leh Ladakh’ and is purely an original work towards fulfillment of my research and thereby to be used only for academic purpose. I further declare that the personal data(s) and information(s) received from any respondent(s) during the survey would not be shared and thoroughly acknowledged. 

Padma Ladon
Ph.D. student
School of Environmental Sciences
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi, 110067
Signature: ……………………………………………………
Date: 





Informant’s consent


I/We.............................................…………………………………………… hereby give my/our full consent and consciously agree to participate in this personal/group interview with Ms. Padma Ladon, research scholar at School of Environmental Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi working on her Ph.D. research on “Role of high altitude pastures in traditional farming systems: a case study from Leh Ladakh”. To the best of my/our knowledge & belief I/we declare that the information provided by me/us to the interviewer(s) is true, accurate and complete.
Date:
Place:
[Signature/Thumb impression of informant (s)]



Part A: 
Village Profile

	Date of survey
	

	Village name

	

	Block
	

	Block/Tehsil:
	District:
	State/UT:


	Name of the Headman 


	Contact details
	

	Latitude


	Longitude

	Altitude

	Nearest town


	Distance from the nearest town

	Total population

	Female


	Male

	Literacy Rate

	Female


	Male

	Number of households

	


	

	Number of HH practicing pastoralism


	Number of shepherds
	Number of hired shepherds

	Total number of Pastures

	Number of pastures grazed
	Number of abandoned pastures

	Livelihood sources

	




	Livestock Composition
	Total number of livestock reared (species wise, if information available)




	Any other information
	









Question on traditional institutions
1. How do you manage the combined resource properties like water/grazing land and village affairs?
2. Are you aware of the traditional institutions managing resources? Name the traditional institutions; state its structure and functions, please.
3. Are the resources still managed as per the village institutions? If no, give reasons.
4. What are the benefits of resource management under traditional institutions? (compared to govt. policies, etc.)
5. Do you think the village institutions are efficient in resource management in earlier and present times?
6. What are the threats to resource management?
7. What are the threats to traditional institutions?
8. What are the opportunities/options to traditional institutions (example, wrt. role of govt. policies)?
9. As per your perception, is the institution abandoned/dwindling/intact in your village?
10. Would you revive the traditional institutions if given a chance or adopt new management strategies?
  



























Part: B 
Informant’s Profile

	Village name
	

	Informant name
	

	Household name
	

	Gender:
	Age:

	Literacy:

	Social Belonging (Ethnic group/Tribe/Caste): 

	Religion:
	Language/dialect spoken:

	Category (ST/SC):

	

	Occupation

	

	Family size:

	Number of generations:

	Annual household income:

	Sources of household earning:




	Total number of members engaged in household earning
	Total number of members engaged in pastoralism:



	If pastoralism is abandoned, please mention the details about the reasons and when. 

	Number and composition of livestock reared:
Cow:
Dzo/Dzomo:
Yak:
Horse:
Sheep:
Goats:
Donkey:
Any other:


	Total number of shepherds in the family/hired, if any:


	Annual household income generated from livestock rearing:



	Any other information:








Part: C
Knowledge linked with pastoral system
	 Q1
	Do you rear any livestock? If yes, please mention the name and number of the livestock.

	Q2
	Are the livestock reared of traditional breeds or hi-breed?

	Q3
	How long do you rearing livestock/practicing pastoralism? If you have abandoned the practice, please mention the reason.

	Q4
	How do you manage the forage limitation in case of abandonment of pasture grazing?

	Q5
	Do you stall feed the livestock or send them to summer pasture for grazing during growing season? 

	Q6
	Is there any difference in the livestock health/growth who are fed in the pastures versus stall fed?

	Q7
	Do you visit the pastures or hire shepherds? According to your perception, what are benefits gained from pastures other than livestock rearing?

	Q8
	How many pasture valleys are there in your village? Is there any change in pastures (number and size, etc.; increasing, decreasing, or unchanged)? If yes, please explain.

	Q9
	Did you observe a change in livestock composition in the past 15 years? If yes, please narrate the reasons.

	Q10
	Do you think the number of livestock in your area is currently increasing, decreasing, or stable?

	Q11
	What are major causes/reasons behind limiting the livestock size/composition/ abandoning the pasture visits?

	Q12
	Please score by rank the following driving factors for change in the pastoral system:
· Diversification of income sources/Higher education/Adoption of hi-breed livestock/Change in land use pattern/Family size/no. of generation/any others

	Q13
		What are the dominant plant species growing in the pastures? 

	Q14
	Which species is/are ideal or preferred by the livestock for grazing? And why?

	Q15
	Did you observe any problem/issue in extent of availability of the forage species?

	Q16
	What are the uses of plant species found in the mountain pastures other than foraging? Please mention detail as per Part D.

	Q17
	Do you observe any change in the plant species composition in the pastures in recent past? If yes, please mention in details.

	Q18
	Do you observe any difference of soil quality between abandoned and in practiced pastures? If yes, mention details.

	Q19
	Similarly, any difference in water quality between abandoned and in practiced pastures? If yes, mention details.

	Q20
	According to your perception, is there any positive or negative impacts of changes in pastoral system on associated traditional practices or livelihood of the villagers? If yes, explain in details.

	Q21
	How do you manage the pastures as a Common Property Resource?

	Q22
	Is there any traditional institutions linked to pasture management? If yes, mention its structures and functions. 

	Q23
	Is there any festivals/rituals, etc. linked with the mountain pastures? If yes, please mention details.

	Q24
	Do you recall any incident of natural hazard or pest attack affecting the pastures growth and thereby causing a forage scarcity?

	Q25
	What are the major threat(s) to your livestock especially sheep and goats? And how do you manage it? Please mention in details.

	Q26
	Do you think is there any negative impact of tourism on pastoral system? If yes, please rank on a scale of 0-5 (0: no affect, 5: highly affected)

	Q27
	Has there been any conflict regarding pasture usage? If yes, how many times and during which part of the year/season? Please give details.

	Q28
	At what level the conflict happened? Individual/household; Intra-village/community; Inter-village; village/community vs. traditional institution; village/community vs. government, etc. 

	Q29
	How the conflicts were managed in the past and present?


	Q30
	What are the threats to traditional occupations (agropastoralism/pastoralism): 
(Assimilation/ modernization; Land tenure insecurity, deterioration of traditional areas; Lack of government support or opposing policies; Employment and economic reasons; Circumstances in the communities themselves)


























Part: D
Proforma for eliciting ethnobotanical information on plant species found in mountain pastures
	S.no.
	Local Name

	Growth form (Herb/shrub)
	Habitat

	Growing season
	Flowering season


	Extent of availability of plant 
(abundant/common/rare)
	Photo/specimen id


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Used for
	Part used
	Frequency of collection 
	Amount of collection

	Mode of utilization

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	

	Remark 


	Name of the informant
Place
	Date
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