Additional file 6. Readiness to extubate criteria
At least 3 of the following criteria had to be fulfilled for readiness to extubate.
	Semi-quantitative cough strength score ≥ 3

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Abundancy of respiratory secretions score ≤ 2

	No planned surgery in the next 24h

	No suspicion for post-extubation laryngeal oedema *

	* Suspicion for post-extubation laryngeal oedema was clinically determined by the physician in charge of the patient





