Initial working definition: Process evaluation
Process evaluation is an integral part which runs parallel of the development and evaluation process of complex interventions (1). It is a freestanding methodology as well as closely linked to the methodology of outcome evaluation (2). Process evaluations aim to:
· assess (the quality of) implementation procedures (1-5);
·  clarify causal mechanisms (1, 4) in relation to context, setting, professionals and patients (5);
· [bookmark: _GoBack]identify contextual factors influencing intervention implementation and intervention outcomes (1-5);
· explain the results of outcome evaluations (intervention failure, unexpected consequences/outcomes, intervention success) (1, 3-5);
· understand how an intervention can be optimized (4);
· contribute to an optimized description of the intervention, to create a model of change pathways of the intervention (3), and to distinguish between components of the intervention (2);
· achieve an understanding of the intervention that informs policy and practice (1).
Process evaluations may be conducted at different stages of the intervention development and evaluation process (e.g., feasibility testing, evaluation of the effectiveness of an intervention, post-evaluation scale-up). Thus the focus of a process evaluation will vary accordingly (1). Furthermore, the focus will differ between process evaluations with a focus on health care interventions and those that focus on implementation strategies for healthcare interventions (6).
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