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[bookmark: _Toc5271]Appendix 1: Search strategy
PUBMED
"clinical trial* unit*"[tiab] OR "clinical trial* support"[tiab] OR "clinical research unit*"[tiab] OR "clinical trial* office"[tiab] OR "clinical research office*"[tiab] OR "center for clinical trial*"[tiab] OR "clinical research center*"[tiab] OR "clinical research centre*"[tiab] OR "research support office*"[tiab] OR "clinical research organization*"[tiab] OR "clinical research organisation*"[tiab] OR "clinical trial* organization*"[tiab] OR "clinical trial* organisation*"[tiab] OR "clinical research management"[tiab] OR "clinical trial* management"[tiab] OR "clinical trial* institution*"[tiab]
Embase
'clinical trial* unit*':ab,ti OR 'clinical trial* support':ab,ti OR 'clinical research unit*':ab,ti OR 'clinical trial* office':ab,ti OR 'clinical research office*':ab,ti OR 'center for clinical trial*':ab,ti OR 'centre for clinical trial*':ab,ti OR 'clinical research center*':ab,ti OR 'clinical research centre*':ab,ti OR 'research support office*':ab,ti OR 'clinical research organization*':ab,ti OR 'clinical research organisation*':ab,ti OR 'clinical trial* organization*':ab,ti OR 'clinical trial* organisation*':ab,ti OR 'clinical research management':ab,ti OR 'clinical trial* management':ab,ti OR 'clinical trial* institution*':ab,ti OR 'Clinical Trial Coordination Centre':ab,ti
Web of science
TS=(“clinical trial* unit*” OR “clinical trial* support” OR “clinical research unit*” OR “clinical trial* office” OR "clinical research office*” OR “center for clinical trial*” OR “centre for clinical trial*” OR “clinical research center*” OR “clinical research centre*” OR “research support office*” OR “clinical research organization*” OR “clinical research organisation*” OR “clinical trial* organization*” OR “clinical trial* organisation*” OR “clinical research management” OR “clinical trial* management” OR “clinical trial* institution*” OR “Clinical Trial Coordination Centre”)
ProQuest 
abstract(“clinical trial* unit*”) OR abstract(“clinical trial* support”) OR abstract(“clinical research unit*”) OR abstract(“clinical trial* office”) OR abstract("clinical research office*”) OR abstract(“center for clinical trial*”) OR abstract(“centre for clinical trial*”) OR abstract(“clinical research center*”) OR abstract(“clinical research centre*”) OR abstract(“research support office*”) OR abstract(“clinical research organization*”) OR abstract(“clinical research organisation*”) OR abstract(“clinical trial* organization*”) OR abstract(“clinical trial* organisation*”) OR abstract(“clinical research management”) OR abstract(“clinical trial* management”) OR abstract(“clinical trial* institution*”) OR abstract(“Clinical Trial Coordination Centre”)
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	Non-randomised, quasi-experimental, natural experimental, before-after-design

	1.	Is it clear in the study what is the ‘cause’ and what is the ‘effect’ (i.e. there is no confusion about which variable comes first)?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA 

	2.	Were the participants included in any comparisons similar?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA

	3.	Were the participants included in any comparisons receiving similar treatment/care, other than the exposure or intervention of interest?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA

	4.	Was there a (non-equivalent or parallel) control group?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA

	5.	Were there multiple measurements of the outcome both pre and post the intervention/exposure?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA

	6.	Was follow up complete and if not, were differences between groups in terms of their follow up adequately described and analyzed?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA

	7.	Were the outcomes of participants included in any comparisons measured in the same way?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA

	8.	Were outcomes measured in a reliable way?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA

	9.	Was appropriate statistical analysis used?
	Yes, No, Unclear, NA

		Comments: 
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	Items
	Notes
	Code (if relevant)

	First Author 
	Two or more authors’ name if required.
	

	Year of publication
	
	

	Journal/source/DOI 
	
	

	Country
	
	

	Region
	WHO Member States are grouped into six regions.
https://www.who.int/about/who-we-are/regional-offices
	African Region 
The Americas
South-East Asian
European Region
Eastern Mediterranean
Western Pacific 

	Study design
	Description of design used in the study.
	e.g., non-RCT, natural-experimental, before-after 

	Setting 
	Description of the setting. 
	e.g., hospitals, academic medical centres

	Medical speciality
	
	

	Reasons for the development of CTUs 
	
	 

	CTU: organisational structure 
	
	 

	CTU: the number of staff and training/experience
	
	 

	CTU: service categories
	
	

	Types of clinical research supported
	
	

	Methods used to evaluate impacts of CTUs on clinical research
	Data source, and metrics used, etc.
	

	Impacts on clinical research: 
· Quality
· Quantity
· Efficiency
· Other
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