	Risk of Bias
	Authors’ Judgement
	Support for judgment

	Paul, 2007
	
	

	Random sequence generation (selection bias)
	Unclear Risk
	Quote: "The TREAT study included patients who: fulfilled the systemic inflammation response syndrome diagnostic criteria [21]; had a focus of infection; had shock compatible with septic shock; had febrile neutropenia; had been prescribed antibiotics (not for prophylaxis); and from whom blood cultures were drawn”

	Allocation concealment (selection bias)
	Unclear Risk
	Comment: Not reported

	Blinding of participants and personnel (performance bias)
	Low Risk
	Quote: “Patients were enrolled as part of a two-phase study (observational and interventional) designed to evaluate the effectiveness of TREAT, a computerised decision support system for antibiotic treatment of common bacterial infections among in-patients (Clinical-Trials.gov Identifier: NCT00233376”

	Blinding of outcome assessment (detection bias)
	Unclear Risk
	Comment: not reported

	Incomplete outcome data (attrition bias)
	Low Risk
	Quote: "In total, 611 patients with CAP were included in the TREAT study. The present study reports on 451 (74%) patients who received a b-lactam drug alone (n=169) or a b-lactam in combination with a macrolide (n=282) as empirical treatment."

	Selective reporting (reporting bias)
	Low Risk
	Comment: As compared to clinicaltrial.gov information. All outcomes listed in the method section are reported on the result section.

	Other bias
	Low Risk
	Comment: No other sources of bias suspected.

	Giamerellos, 2008
	
	

	Random sequence generation (selection bias)
	Low Risk
	Quote: "Patients were randomly assigned to receive either placebo or clarithromycin treatment. The allocated sequence was generated by an independent biostatistician. "

	Allocation concealment (selection bias)
	Low Risk
	Quote: "Sealed envelopes were used to implement the random allocation sequence. The study drug was prepared by an unblinded investigator who did not participate in any other stage of the study. "


	Blinding of participants and personnel (performance bias)
	Low Risk
	Quote: "The study drug was administered by a nurse blind to the treatment group. "

	Blinding of outcome assessment (detection bias)
	Unclear Risk
	Comment: Not explicitly reported

	Incomplete outcome data (attrition bias)
	Low Risk
	Quote: "Analysis comprising 141 patients who survived revealed that... among the 45 patients who died, time to death was significantly prolonged in clarithromycin-treated patients."

	
Selective reporting (reporting bias)
	
Low Risk
	Comment: "All outcomes mentioned in the method section were reported in the results section without discrepancies. "

	Other bias
	Low Risk
	Comment: "No evidence of additional biases was detected. "

	Yardegarinia, 2022
	
	

	Random sequence generation (selection bias)
	Low Risk
	Quote: "Patients were randomized into two groups using a randomized block table to receive either ceftriaxone + macrolide or levofloxacin."

	Allocation concealment (selection bias)
	Unclear Bias
	Comment: Not reported

	Blinding of participants and personnel (performance bias)
	High Risk
	Quote: "This prospective parallel clinical trial... matched patients in terms of age, sex, and comorbidities". No mention of blinding of participants or personnel, increasing the risk of performance bias.

	Blinding of outcome assessment (detection bias)
	Unclear Bias
	Comment: Not reported

	Incomplete outcome data (attrition bias)
	Low Risk
	Quote: "During the study, 192 individuals were candidates... Finally, 77 individuals in group I and 74 individuals in group II continued to meet the requirements until the end of the study."

	Selective reporting (reporting bias)
	Low Risk
	Comment: "All outcomes pre-specified in the methods section were reported in the results. "

	Other bias
	Low Risk
	Comment: "No evidence of additional biases was identified. "



