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[bookmark: _Ref153204550]Table S 1 List of interviewees and organisations. DK: Denmark; DE: Germany; NL: The Netherlands; TEC: Thermal energy community, REC: Renewable energy community; DH: district heating
	Code number 
	Position
	Country
	Time interview

	INT-01
	Researcher DH regulation and heat cooperatives
	NL
	May ’22

	INT-02
	Employee TEC Association and at TEC project (Thermo Bello)
	NL
	May '22 and Dec’23

	INT-03
	Community member at TEC project (Ketelhuis)
	NL
	June ’22

	INT-04
	Topic expert TECs at consultancy
	NL
	June ’22

	INT-05
	Local authority working with TEC (Ketelhuis) 
	NL
	June ’22

	INT-06
	Community member at TEC project (Panningen)
	NL
	June ’22

	INT-07
	Community member at TEC project (Muiderberg)
	NL
	July ’22

	INT-08
	Community member at TEC project (Duinwijck)
	NL
	July ’22

	INT-09
	Director at energy cooperative Association 
	NL
	August ’22

	INT-10
	Specialist financing energy cooperatives at a public bank 
	NL
	July ’23

	INT-11
	Employee at TEC project (Lemvig)
	DK
	June ’22

	INT-12
	Employee at TEC project (Bjerringbro)
	DK
	June ’22

	INT-13
	Employee at TEC project (Viborg)
	DK
	July ’22

	INT-14
	Employee at TEC project (Aalborg)
	DK
	July ’22

	INT-15
	Employee at TEC project (Hammel)
	DK
	August ’22

	INT-16
	Legal consultant at Danish DH association
	DK
	July ’22

	INT-17
	Head of development at Danish DH association 
	DK
	July ’22

	INT-18
	Topic expert energy cooperatives at consultancy 
	NL
	May’ 23

	INT-19
	Researcher DH regulation and DH systems
	DK, DE, NL
	June ’23

	INT-20 a
	Researcher bioenergy villages 
	DE
	July ’23

	INT-21
	Researcher TECs 
	DE
	July ’23

	INT-22
	Specialist TECs at Energy Cooperatives Association 
	DE
	July ’23

	INT-23
	Researcher TECs/RECs 
	DK
	Sept ’23

	INT-24a
	Researcher heat transition and TECs
	DE
	Sept ’23

	INT-25 
	Researcher heat transition and TECs/RECs
	DE
	Sept ’23

	INT-26
	Specialist TECs at intermediary organisation 
	NL
	Oct’ 23

	INT-27
	Business Developer Danish Board of DH 
	DK
	Oct’ 23

	INT-28a
	Political lobbyist in a REC company/project developer  (ESW Schönau) 
	DE
	Nov’ 23

	INT-29a
	Employee at TEC project (St Peter)
	DE
	Dec’ 23


a Due to the personal preferences of the interviewees, questions for these individuals were addressed in writing instead of orally 

