Additional File 3. Antibiotic behaviour among medical students 
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	Sample size (n)

	
	441
	78
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	97
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	SSM, student’s self-medication with antibiotics and SMRTI self-medication with antibiotics for respiratory tract infections
	

	Antibiotic use behaviour for self-limiting illness symptoms among medical students in China in 2015 
 
-Self-medication with antibiotics (general) SSM
-for cold SMRTI
-for fever
-for sore throat SMRTI
-for ear pain
-for headache 
-for flu-like illness SMRTI
-for diarrhoea 
-for abdominal pain
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	Have you ever self-medicated with antibiotics? (sometimes/always) SSM
If option above is marked yes, then for which of the following complaints did you use antibiotics?
-Sore throat SMRTI
-Fever
- Diarrhoea
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	Do you consult a doctor before starting an antibiotic? (sometimes/seldom/never) SSM
Do you prefer to take antibiotics when you have a cough and sore throat? (sometimes/ always/usually)  SMRTI                                                                  
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	Students had used antibiotics during the past year and these medicines were not obtained under a doctor's prescription SSM 
Students had used antibiotics during the past year and were used for an RTI. SMRTI                  
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	Do you consult a doctor before starting antibiotics? (sometimes/seldom/never) SSM
 Do you prefer to take an antibiotic when you have cough and sore throat? (sometimes/ always/usually) SMRTI
When I have a cold, I should take antibiotics to prevent getting a more serious illness SMRTI
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	Use antibiotics when having... (always, often) 
-Fever (temperature lower than 38.5º)




-Common cold (always, often) SMRTI




-Acute bronchitis (always, often) SMRTI



-Coughing up yellow/green sputum (always, often) SMRTI


-Sore throat (always, often) SMRTI



-Cough with fever (always, often) SMRTI




-Congested nose with headache (always, often) SMRTI


-Coughing up white sputum (always, often) SMRTI



-Cough lasting 2 weeks or more SMRTI




-Ask doctors to prescribe antibiotics when you catch a common cold (yes) (Huang)  SMRTI
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	ICU, incorrect use of antibiotics
	

	Do you give the leftover antibiotics to your friends/roommates if they get sick? (always/sometimes) 
Do you complete the full course of treatment (not always) 
	
	
	
	
50%

28.9%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The doctor prescribes a course of antibiotics for you. After taking 2-3 doses you start feeling better:
-Do you stop taking further treatment? (always/usually/sometimes)
-Do you save remaining antibiotics for next time you get sick? (always/usually/sometimes)
-Do your discard the remaining medicine? (sometimes/never/seldom)
-Do you give leftover medicine to your friends if they get sick? (always/usually/sometimes)
-Do you complete the full course of treatment? (sometimes/seldom/never)
-Do you check the expiry date of antibiotics before using them? (sometimes/seldom/never)
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	The doctor prescribes a course of antibiotics for you. After taking 2-3 doses you start feeling better:
-Do your stop taking the further treatment? (sometimes/always/ usually) 
-Do you save the remaining antibiotics for the next time you get sick? (always/usually/ sometimes)
-Do you give the leftover antibiotics to your friends/roommates if they get sick? (sometimes/always/usually)
-Do you discard the remaining leftover medication? (sometimes/seldom/never)
-Do you complete the full course of treatment? (sometimes, seldom or never)
-Do you check the expiry date of the antibiotic before using it? (sometimes/seldom/never)
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