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Supplementary table 1. Characterization of selected bacterial strains by various plant growth-promoting (PGP) properties.
	Bacterial
isolates
	   Biochemical analysis

	
	IAA production (µg mL-1) 
	Siderophore Production 
	Phosphate Solubilization
	Protease production
	HCN production
	Ammonia production
	Cellulase production

	PN 32
	53.24 ± 3.42
	+
	+
	++
	+
	++
	+

	PN 89
	48.88 ± 0.48
	+++
	+
	+++
	+
	++
	++

	PN 92
	91.26 ± 4.50
	++
	+
	++
	+
	+
	+

	PN 94
	32.25 ± 0.87
	++
	+
	++
	+
	++
	+

	PN 95
	38.03 ± 0.44
	++
	+
	++
	+
	++
	+

	PN 99
	39.94 ± 0.57
	+
	+
	++
	+
	++
	+














Supplementary table 2. Molecular analysis of selected bacterial isolates based on 16S rDNA sequencing.
	Strains
	Identification
	Similarity a (%)

	PN 32
	Lysinbacillus macroides
	99

	PN 89
	Bacillus megaterium strain NBRC 15308
	99

	PN 92
	Bacillus aryabhattai strain B8W22
	 99

	PN 94
	Bacillus simplex strain DSM 1321
	 99

	PN 95
	Bacillus megaterium strain IAM 13418
	99

	PN 99
	Bacillus flexus strain IFO15715
	99


a indicates percent of homology between 16S rDNA sequences of each strain to that of close relatives.





