Inclusion Criteria
Study participants must satisfy all of the following conditions for enrollment in the study:
a). Age range: children and adolescents aged < 18 years.
b). Etiological diagnosis: stool specimens tested positive for rotavirus, norovirus, or adenovirus via antigen detection assays.
c). Clinical diagnosis: fulfillment of clinical diagnostic criteria for viral acute gastroenteritis, generally defined as ≥ 3 episodes of watery or loose stools within 24 hours, with or without accompanying symptoms including vomiting, fever, and abdominal pain.
d). Medical documentation: availability of complete inpatient or emergency department medical records, with key variables (e.g., demographic data, laboratory test results) fully documented.
Exclusion Criteria
Study participants meeting any of the following criteria will be excluded from the study:  
a). Non-viral or alternative etiologies: confirmed bacterial diarrhea (e.g., Salmonella spp., Shigella spp.), parasitic diarrhea (e.g., Entamoeba histolytica), or other non-viral causes of acute diarrhea; asymptomatic viral detection without clinical diarrhea; protracted diarrhea (>14 days’ duration) or chronic diarrhea (e.g., inflammatory bowel disease).
b). Infection origin: hospital-acquired infection, defined as negative baseline testing at admission followed by symptom onset and positive viral detection ≥48 hours after hospitalization; severe or refractory diarrhea definitively attributable to congenital immunodeficiency disorders (e.g., IPEX syndrome, severe combined immunodeficiency).
c). Data completeness: medical records lacking complete documentation of key variables (including age, sex, and etiological test results) rendering them unsuitable for analysis.
d). Comorbidities: presence of severe underlying conditions (e.g., active malignancy, solid organ transplantation within the past 12 months) that may confound the clinical presentation, natural history, or diagnostic interpretation of acute viral gastroenteritis.
