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Table 1S.  Percentage distribution of responses to the APS statements given by medical students (n=511) 
	
	% Strongly agree
	% Moderately agree
	% Moderately disagree
	%
Strongly disagree

	A) OVERALL MERITS OF PSYCHIATRY

	A1) Psychiatric research has made good strides in advancing care of the major mental disorders (1 miss)
	38.8
	55.1
	5.5
	0.6

	A2) Psychiatry is a rapidly expanding frontier of medicine (1 miss)
	27.8
	56.9
	13.9
	1.4

	A3) Psychiatry is unscientific and imprecise
	1.6
	3.9
	21.9
	72.6

	B) EFFICACY

	B1) If someone in my family was very emotionally upset and the situation did not seem to be improving, I would recommend a psychiatric consultation
	74.4
	20.0
	 3.7
	2.0

	B2) Psychiatric consultation for medical or surgical patients is often helpful
	54.8
	38.9
	4.7
	1.6

	[bookmark: _Hlk140599173]B3) Psychiatric treatment is helpful to most people who receive it
	40.7
	52.8
	5.1
	1.4

	C) ROLE DEFINITION AND FUNCTIONING OF PSYCHIATRISTS

	[bookmark: _Hlk140599854]C1) Psychiatry is not a genuine and valid branch of medicine
	2.3
	1.6
	16.4
	79.6

	[bookmark: _Hlk140599895]C2) Most psychiatrists are clear, logical thinkers (2 miss)
	17.1
	63.3
	18.1
	1.6

	[bookmark: _Hlk140599968]C3) With few exceptions, clinical psychologists and social workers are just as qualified as psychiatrists to diagnose and treat emotionally disturbed persons (2 miss)
	2.0
	10.8
	35.4
	51.9

	[bookmark: _Hlk140600055]C4) Among mental health professionals, psychiatrists have the most authority and influence (1 miss)
	35.7
	43.9
	15.3
	5.1

	[bookmark: _Hlk140600338]C5) Psychiatrists are too frequently apologetic when teaching psychiatry (6 miss)
	3.4
	26.5
	51.9
	18.2

	[bookmark: _Hlk140600468]C6) Psychiatry is too “biologically” minded and not attentive enough to the patient’s personal life and psychological problems (5 miss)
	3.2
	22.7
	46.8
	27.3

	[bookmark: _Hlk140600524]C7) Psychiatry is too analytical, theoretical, and psychodynamic, and not attentive enough to patient’s physiology (4 miss)
	--
	20.9
	55.2
	23.9

	D) POSSIBLE ABUSE AND SOCIAL CRITICISM

	D1) Psychiatrists frequently abuse their legal power to hospitalize patients against their will (3 miss)
	0.6
	4.5
	29.5
	65.4

	D2) On average, psychiatrists make as much money are most other doctors (5 miss)
	13.4
	54.2
	28.9
	3.6

	E) CAREER AND PERSONAL REWARD

	E1) Psychiatry has a low prestige among the general public (2 miss)
	16.1
	47.3
	26.9
	9.6

	E2) Psychiatry has a high status among other medical disciplines (3 miss)
	1.0
	14.8
	62.2
	22.0

	E3) Many people who could not obtain a residency position in other specialties eventually enter psychiatry (2 miss)
	0.2
	2.9
	18.3
	78.6

	E4) Psychiatry is a discipline filled with medical graduates whose skills are of low quality (2 miss)
	1.2
	4.3
	25.5
	69.0

	E5) My family discouraged me from entering psychiatry (1 miss)
	6.5
	12.0
	10.0
	71.6

	E6) Friends and fellow students discouraged me from entering psychiatry (2 miss)
	3.5
	9.6
	13.6
	73.3

	E7) If a student expresses interest in psychiatry, he/she risks being associated with a group of other would-be psychiatrists who are often seen by others as odd, peculiar, or neurotic (1 miss)
	4.9
	18.4
	19.6
	57.1

	E8) I feel uncomfortable with mentally ill patients
	1.6
	14.9
	32.9
	50.7

	F) SPECIFIC MEDICAL SCHOOL FACTORS

	F1) Teaching of psychiatry at my medical school is interesting and of good quality& 
	50.6
	41.1
	5.1
	3.2

	F2) During my psychiatry rotation, psychiatry residents were good role models§ 
	43.7
	41.8
	9.5
	5.1

	F3) Attending psychiatrists during my psychiatry rotation were good role models§  
	34.8
	53.8
	8.2
	3.2

	F4) Most psychiatrists at my medical school are clear, logical thinkers§
	37.3
	53.8
	7.0
	1.9

	F5) Most non psychiatry and house staff at my medical school are respectful of psychiatry§  
	19.6
	58.9
	20.3
	1.3

	F6) Although I am interested in psychiatry, no effort was made to encourage my becoming a psychiatrist at my medical school§ 
	8.9
	30.4
	36.7
	24.1


& Computed on students (n=160) who had attended lessons of psychiatry   § Computed on students (n=158) who attended rotations


Table 2S.  Percentage distribution of responses to the APS statements given by nursing students (n=394) 
	
	%
Strongly agree
	% Moderately agree
	% Moderately disagree
	%
Strongly disagree

	A) OVERALL MERITS OF PSYCHIATRY

	A1) Psychiatric research has made good strides in advancing care of the major mental disorders
	51.3
	45.9
	2.5
	0.3

	A2) Psychiatry is a rapidly expanding frontier of medicine
	31.2
	57.9
	10.2
	0.8

	A3) Psychiatry is unscientific and imprecise
	1.8
	5.8
	24.9
	67.5

	B) EFFICACY

	B1) If someone in my family was very emotionally upset and the situation did not seem to be improving, I would recommend a psychiatric consultation
	67.3
	25.6
	6.1
	1.0

	B2) Psychiatric consultation for medical or surgical patients is often helpful
	 42.4
	45.7
	10.2
	1.8

	B3) Psychiatric treatment is helpful to most people who receive it
	43.1
	47.5
	8.9
	0.5

	C) ROLE DEFINITION AND FUNCTIONING OF PSYCHIATRISTS

	C1) Psychiatry is not a genuine and valid branch of medicine
	4.8
	4.3
	14.5
	 76.4

	C2) Most psychiatrists are clear, logical thinkers
	19.3
	55.8
	22.1
	2.8

	C3) With few exceptions, clinical psychologists and social workers are just as qualified as psychiatrists to diagnose and treat emotionally disturbed persons
	2.0
	14.5
	34.8
	48.7

	C4) Among mental health professionals, psychiatrists have the most authority and influence
	16.0
	49.2
	27.4
	7.4

	C5) Psychiatrists are too frequently apologetic when teaching psychiatry
	2.8
	31.7
	47.0
	18.5

	C6) Psychiatry is too “biologically” minded and not attentive enough to the patient’s personal life and psychological problems (1 miss)
	4.1
	18.1
	37.2
	40.7

	C7) Psychiatry is too analytical, theoretical, and psychodynamic, and not attentive enough to patient’s physiology (1 miss)
	1.8
	23.7
	49.4
	25.2

	D) POSSIBLE ABUSE AND SOCIAL CRITICISM

	D1) Psychiatrists frequently abuse their legal power to hospitalize patients against their will (1 miss)
	1.3
	7.1
	29.0
	62.6

	D2) On average, psychiatrists make as much money are most other doctors (1 miss)
	13.0
	55.0
	26.5
	5.6

	E) CAREER AND PERSONAL REWARD

	E1) Psychiatry has a low prestige among the general public (1 miss)
	19.6
	46.3
	25.2
	8.9

	E2) Psychiatry has a high status among other medical disciplines (1 miss)
	2.0
	21.1
	55.2
	21.6

	E3) Many people who could not obtain a residency position in other specialties eventually enter psychiatry (1 miss)
	0.8
	4.1
	13.0
	82.2

	E4) Psychiatry is a discipline filled with medical graduates whose skills are of low quality (1 miss)
	1.8
	7.1
	19.6
	71.5

	E5) My family discouraged me from entering psychiatry (1 miss)
	4.8
	9.7
	6.9
	78.6

	E6) Friends and fellow students discouraged me from entering psychiatry (1 miss)
	4.1
	11.2
	8.4
	76.3

	E7) If a student expresses interest in psychiatry, he/she risks being associated with a group of other would-be psychiatrists who are often seen by others as odd, peculiar, or neurotic (1 miss)
	5.3
	14.5
	17.3
	62.8

	E8) I feel uncomfortable with mentally ill patients (1 miss)
	3.6
	11.2
	23.9
	61.3

	F) SPECIFIC NURSING SCHOOL FACTORS

	F1) Teaching of psychiatry at my medical school is interesting and of good quality& (2 miss)
	54.2
	29.2
	12.5
	4.2

	F2) During my psychiatry rotation, psychiatry residents were good role models§ (2 miss)
	66.7
	25.0
	8.3
	-

	F3) Attending psychiatrists during my psychiatry rotation were good role models§ (2 miss)
	50.0
	45.8
	4.2
	-

	F4) Most psychiatrists at my medical school are clear, logical thinkers§ (2 miss)
	45.8
	45.8
	8.3
	-

	F5) Most non psychiatry and house staff at my medical school are respectful of psychiatry§ (2 miss)
	41.7
	41.7
	16.7
	-

	F6) Although I am interested in psychiatry, no effort was made at my medical school to encourage my becoming a psychiatric nurse§ (2 miss)
	16.7
	25.0
	37.5
	20.8


& Computed on nursing students (n=123) who had attended lessons of psychiatry 	§ Computed on nursing students (n=24) who attended rotations



Table 3S. Percentage distribution of responses to the APS statements given by medical doctors (n=638)
	
	%
Strongly agree
	% Moderately agree
	% Moderately disagree
	%
Strongly disagree

	AP) PERCEPTIONS OF PSYCHIATRY AS A DISCIPLINE

	AP1) Psychiatry is a rapidly expanding frontier of medicine
	39.8
	43.6
	14.4
	2.2

	AP2) Psychiatrists make less money than other specialists (2 miss)
	4.2
	23.1
	 34.6
	38.1

	AP3) Psychiatry is not intellectually challenging
	6.0
	6.6
	13.2
	74.3

	AP4) Psychiatry is unscientific
	0.8
	6.6
	18.5
	74.1

	AP5) Psychiatry is not a genuine, valid branch of medicine
	4.5
	3.3
	7.4
	84.8

	AP6) Psychiatry is not evidence-based
	2.7
	10.2
	28.4
	58.8

	BP) PERCEPTIONS OF PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENTS

	BP1) Patients should be treated in specialized facilities
	13.9
	 35.4
	26.2
	24.5

	BP2) Patients should not be treated in general hospitals
	10.2
	22.9
	29.5
	37.5

	BP3) Psychiatrists have too much power over their patients
	1.4
	13.9
	26.8
	57.8

	BP4) Treatments are not as effective as in other branches of medicine
	3.8
	28.7
	27.0
	40.6

	BP5) Most who receive treatments do not find them helpful
	 3.8
	33.2
	41.7
	21.3

	BP6) Psychiatric units/wards are little more than prisons
	2.4
	11.4
	25.9
	60.3

	BP7) Psychiatrists can do very little for their patients
	 4.1
	8.6
	 24.8
	62.5

	CP) PERCEPTIONS OF PSYCHIATRISTS AS ROLE MODELS

	CP1) Most psychiatrists are not good role models for medical students
	1.4
	4.4
	10.3
	83.9

	CP2) Psychiatrists are not attentive enough to physiology (1 miss)
	5.3
	25.4
	35.0
	34.2

	CP3) Psychiatrists are difficult to talk to (1 miss)
	6.6
	22.3
	27.8
	43.3

	CP4) Psychiatrists are not clear, logical thinkers (1 miss)
	0.5
	4.1
	14.6
	80.8

	CP5) Psychiatry is filled with people whose medical skills are of low quality (1 miss)
	1.9
	9.4
	20.1
	68.6

	DP) PERCEPTIONS OF PSYCHIATRY AS A CAREER

	DP1) Many students are not interested in pursuing psychiatry as a career (1 miss)
	1.6
	5.8
	17.7
	74.9

	DP2) Colleagues generally do not speak well of psychiatry (1 miss)
	4.6
	27.2
	25.9
	42.4

	DP3) I would not encourage a bright student to enter psychiatry (1 miss)
	1.9
	6.8
	11.0
	80.4

	DP4) Psychiatry has low prestige (1 miss)
	3.5
	10.7
	21.4
	64.5

	DP5) Students are attracted to psychiatry because of their own personal problems (1 miss)
	2.2
	18.4
	21.7
	57.8

	DP6) Students who cannot get into other specialties enter psychiatry (1 miss)
	0.6
	4.6
	14.0
	80.8

	DP7) Entering Psychiatry is a waste of a medical education (2 miss)
	0.3
	3.5
	10.1
	86.2

	EP) PERCEPTIONS OF PSYCHIATRIC PATIENTS

	EP1) Psychiatric patients are emotionally draining (1 miss)
	31.1
	50.2
	12.6
	6.1

	EP2) Psychiatric patients are not highly appreciative of the care they receive (1 miss)
	6.8
	51.5
	31.6
	10.2

	EP3) Psychiatric patients are often less interesting to work with than other patients (1 miss)
	1.9
	15.9
	25.6
	56.7

	EP4) Working with psychiatric patients is not rewarding (1 miss)
	1.1
	6.4
	22.9
	69.5

	EP5) Psychiatric illnesses do not deserve as much attention as physical illnesses (3 miss)
	1.3
	0.2
	3.5
	95.1

	FP) PERCEPTIONS OF PSYCHIATRIC TRAINING

	FP1) Psychiatric training is not of the highest quality (2 miss)
	8.3
	24.5
	27.8
	39.3

	FP2) Students do not think their psychiatric training has been valuable (2 miss)
	5.0
	25.3
	26.7
	42.9

	FP3) Psychiatry is so vague and imprecise it cannot be taught effectively (1 miss)
	0.9
	8.9
	23.7
	66.4

	FP4) Less time should be spent teaching psychiatry to medical students (2 miss)
	0.2
	1.4
	7.1
	91.4





[bookmark: _Hlk140860962]Table 4S. Medical students: univariate linear regression models for the mean dimensions’ scores and the mean total APS score [unadjusted beta coefficients (p-value)] (higher scores indicate worse students’ perceptions)

	
	Unadjusted Beta Coefficients (p-values) for the dependent variables APS dimensions and total scores

	
Independent variables

	Overall merits of psychiatry
	[bookmark: _Hlk140861742]Efficacy of psychiatric treatments
	[bookmark: _Hlk140861755]Role definition & functioning of psychiatrists
	[bookmark: _Hlk140861985]Possible abuse and social criticism
	[bookmark: _Hlk140861803]Career and personal reward
	Specific medical school factors
	Total score

	Sex (ref. ‘Male’)
   Female
	
-0.10 (0.068)
	
-0.23 (<0.001)
	
-0.14 (0.004)
	
-0.06 (0.195)
	
-0.10 (0.026)
	
-0.12 (0.321)
	
-0.10 (<0.001)

	[bookmark: _Hlk140861926]Already attended the course of psychiatry (ref. ‘No’)
   Yes
	

0.03 (0.509)
	

-0.12 (0.037)
	

-0.12 (0.014)
	

-0.19 (<0.001)
	

-0.04 (0.309)
	

0.46 (0.215)
	

-0.04 (0.198)

	[bookmark: _Hlk140862159]I might consider psychiatry as a career choice (ref. ‘No’)
   Yes
	

-0.11 (0.051)
	

-0.01 (0.795)
	

-0.08 (0.119)
	

0.10 (0.028)
	

0.16 (<0.001)
	

-0.08 (0.453)
	

0.05 (0.059)



Table 5S. Nursing students: univariate linear regression models for the mean dimensions’ scores and the mean total APS score [unadjusted beta coefficients (p-value)] (higher scores indicate worse students’ perceptions)
	
	Unadjusted Beta Coefficients (p-values) for the dependent variables APS dimensions and total scores

	[bookmark: _Hlk140862485]
Independent variables

	Overall merits of psychiatry
	Efficacy of psychiatric treatments
	Role definition & functioning of psychiatrists
	Possible abuse and social criticism
	Career and personal reward
	Specific nursing school factors
	Total score

	Sex (ref. ‘Male’)
   Female
	
-0.02 (0.775)
	
-0.16 (0.030)
	
0.01 (0.794)
	
0.14 (0.050)
	
0.05 (0.394)
	
-0.03 (0.879)
	
0.01 (0.771)

	Already attended the course of psychiatry (ref. ‘No’)
   Yes
	

-0.04 (0.374)
	

-0.15 (0.009)
	

-0.17 (<0.001)
	

-0.17 (0.002)
	

0.03 (0.559)
	

-0.14 (0.443)
	

-0.09 (0.002)

	I might consider working in a MH service after graduation (ref. ‘No’)
   Yes
	


-0.09 (0.047)
	


-0.14 (0.012)
	


-0.06 (0.122)
	


-0.03 (0.577)
	


0.05 (0.264)
	


-0.14 (0.396)
	


-0.03 (0.216)



Table 6S. Medical doctors: univariate linear regression models for the mean APS dimensions’ scores and for the total mean APS score [unadjusted beta coefficients (p-value)] (higher scores indicate worse doctors’ perceptions) (the sample was restricted to the 518 doctors who had a specialization)
	
	Unadjusted Beta Coefficients (p-values) for the dependent variables APS dimensions and total scores

	
Independent variables

	Psychiatry as a discipline
	[bookmark: _Hlk140905438]Psychiatric treatments
	Psychiatrists as role models
	[bookmark: _Hlk140905453]Psychiatry as a career
	[bookmark: _Hlk140905471]Psychiatric patients
	Psychiatric training
	[bookmark: _Hlk140905491]Total score

	Sex (ref. ‘Male’)
   Female
	
-0.20 (<0.001)
	
-0.15 (0.001)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk140912868]-0.14 (0.004)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk140912903]-0.12 (0.003)
	
-0.05 (0.200)
	
-0.06 (0.187)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk140913180]-0.12 (<0.001)

	Working experience (ref. ‘≤10 yrs.’)
[bookmark: _Hlk140913067][bookmark: _Hlk140863119]   11-20 yrs.
   >20 yrs.
	
0.15 (0.034)
0.14 (0.011)
	
0.05 (0.579)
0.14 (0.035)
	
0.05 (0.580)
0.05 (0.515)
	
0.13 (0.068)
0.10 (0.074)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk140913052]0.09 (0.215)
-0.04 (0.504)
	
-0.03 (0.748)
[bookmark: _Hlk140913136]-0.15 (0.019)
	
0.07 (0.241)
0.04 (0.324)

	Specialization (ref. ‘Surgical disciplines’)
   Medical disciplines 
   Services disciplines 
   Psychiatry
	
-0.03 (0.490)
-0.08 (0.198)
-0.07 (0.427)
	
-0.14 (0.006)
-0.17 (0.020)
-0.42 (<0.001)
	
-0.01 (0.882)
-0.07 (0.379)
[bookmark: _Hlk140912882]-0.25 (0.022)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk140912922]-0.11 (0.017)
-0.00 (0.932)
0.05 (0.591)
	
-0.04 (0.347)
-0.07 (0.235)
[bookmark: _Hlk140912977]-0.30 (0.001)
	
-0.04 (0.406)
-0.12 (0.111)
0.04 (0.716)
	
-0.07 (0.054)
-0.09 (0.067)
[bookmark: _Hlk140913198]-0.18 (0.008)

	Type of work (ref. ‘GP’)
   Public hospital
   Private practice/hospital
   Resident 
   Retired 
	
0.01 (0.925)
0.05 (0.366)
-0.43 (0.170)
0.16 (0.041)
	
0.07 (0.314)
[bookmark: _Hlk140912684]0.16 (0.028)
-0.24 (0.521)
[bookmark: _Hlk140912718]0.22 (0.015)
	
-0.02 (0.763)
0.01 (0.955)
-0.38 (0.339)
0.12 (0.223)
	
0.07 (0.271)
0.11 (0.062)
-0.29 (0.353)
[bookmark: _Hlk140912954]0.21 (0.006)
	
-0.07 (0.253)
[bookmark: _Hlk140912994]-0.15 (0.022)
-0.25 (0.454)
-0.08 (0.334)
	
-0.02 (0.772)
0.01 (0.850)
[bookmark: _Hlk140913155]0.41 (0.272)
0.02 (0.839)
	
0.01 (0.757)
0.04 (0.388)
-0.19 (0.440)
0.12 (0.049)







On - line Supplementary material     Table  1S .    Percentage   distribution of responses  to the APS statements g iven by medical students (n=511)   

 %  Strongly   agree  %  Moderately  agree  %  Moderately  disagree  %   Strongly  disagree  

A)   O VERALL MERITS OF  PSYCHIATRY  

A1)  Psychiatric research has made good strides in advancing care of the major mental disorders   (1 miss)  38.8  55.1  5.5  0.6  

A2)  Psychiatry is a rapidly expanding frontier of medicine   (1 miss)  27.8  56.9  13.9  1.4  

A3)  Psychiatry is  unscientific and imprecise  1.6  3.9  21.9  72.6  

B)   E FFICACY  

B1)  If someone in my family was very emotionally upset and the situation did not seem to be improving, I  would recommend a psychiatric consultation  74.4  20.0    3.7  2.0  

B2)  Psychiatric  consultation for medical or surgical patients is often helpful  54.8  38.9  4.7  1.6  

B3)  Psychiatric treatment is helpful to most people who receive it  40.7  52.8  5.1  1.4  

C)   R OLE DEFINITION AND FUNCTIONING OF PSYCHIATRISTS  

C1)  Psychiatry is not a genuine and valid branch of medicine  2.3  1.6  16.4  79.6  

C2)  Most psychiatrists are clear, logical thinkers   (2 miss)  17.1  63.3  18.1  1.6  

C3)  With few exceptions, clinical psychologists and social workers are just as qualified as psychiatrists to  diagnose and treat emotionally disturbed persons   (2 miss)  2.0  10.8  35.4  51.9  

C4)  Among mental health professionals, psychiatrists have the most authority and influence   (1 miss)  35.7  43.9  15.3  5.1  

C5)  Psychiatrists are too frequently  apologetic when teaching psychiatry   (6 miss)  3.4  26.5  51.9  18.2  

C6)  Psychiatry is too “biologically” minded and not attentive enough to the patient’s personal life and  psychological problems   (5 miss)  3.2  22.7  46.8  27.3  

C7)  Psychiatry is too analytical, theoretical, and psychodynamic, and not attentive enough to patient’s  physiology   (4 miss)  --  20.9  55.2  23.9  

D)   P OSSIBLE ABUSE AND SOCIAL CRITICISM  

D1)  Psychiatrists frequently abuse their legal power to  hospitalize patients against their will   (3 miss)  0.6  4.5  29.5  65.4  

D2)  On average, psychiatrists make as much money are most other doctors   (5 miss)  13.4  54.2  28.9  3.6  

E)   C AREER AND PERSONAL REWARD  

E1)  Psychiatry has a low prestige among the general public   (2 miss)  16.1  47.3  26.9  9.6  

E2)  Psychiatry has a high status among other medical disciplines   (3 miss)  1.0  14.8  62.2  22.0  

E3)  Many people who could not obtain a residency position in other  specialties eventually enter psychiatry   (2 miss)  0.2  2.9  18.3  78.6  

E4)  Psychiatry is a discipline filled with medical graduates whose skills are of low quality   (2 miss)  1.2  4.3  25.5  69.0  

E5)  My family discouraged me from entering psychiatry   (1 miss)  6.5  12.0  10.0  71.6  

