
Statistical analysis: supplementary description

Criteria for the choice of the independent variables in the univariate linear regression models
For the medical students, the characteristics available were sex, age, year of study, having attended the academic course in psychiatry, if the course in psychiatry was appreciated (ONLY for the subsample of students who attended the course), having attended clerkship in psychiatry, if the attendance of clerkship in psychiatry was appreciated (ONLY for the subsample of students who attended the clerkship), having considered psychiatry as a career choice, and having started medical school to take a residency in psychiatry. The independent variables entered in the univariate linear regression models were sex, having attended the academic course in psychiatry, and considering psychiatry as a career choice (Table 4S). Age and year of study are highly associated because medical students must complete their university exams within the expected time period (so knowing their year of study means knowing their age), and both these variables are strongly associated with having attended the academic course in psychiatry (for the same reason of being regular with attendances within the expected time period). Attending a clerkship in psychiatry, as specified in the note of Table 1, is required for all students during the academic program. Considering the above specifications, it was decided to insert in the regression models only the characteristic of having attended the academic course in psychiatry because it seemed to summarize age, year of study, and having attended a clerkship in psychiatry. The two questions about whether the course in psychiatry was appreciated and whether the attendance of a clerkship in psychiatry was appreciated were excluded from the models because both were answered by only the subsample of students who attended them. Finally, the question ‘I started medical school to take a residency in psychiatry’ was answered ‘yes’ by a very low number of students (n=24) (Table 1), so it was decided not to introduce such an unbalanced variable (4.7% ‘yes’ vs 95.3% ‘no’) in the regression models. 
For the nursing students, the same strategy was applied because the variables were the same, and the structure of the course of study was similar (with the only exception that the years to complete the course of study are 4).
For the medical doctors, only age was excluded from the models due to its high association with years of working experience (Chi-square test p<0.001). For instance, 56 out of 57 doctors with age <30 have a working experience <5; similarly, 350 out of 356 doctors with age >55 have a working experience >20.

Criteria for interactions in the multivariate linear regression models
Interaction terms enable the examination of whether the relationship between the dependent variable APS and the independent variable changes depending on the value of another independent variable. However, no interaction was reported in the paper. During the explorative analyses, interaction terms were considered in the multivariate models where the main effects resulted significant (p<0.05). For instance, for medical students, the multivariate model with the dependent variable ‘Role definition and functioning of psychiatrists’ showed two significant main effects (sex and already attended the psychiatry course). In this case, the interaction term sex*already attended the course of psychiatry was estimated. The same was performed, where appropriate, for the other APS dimensions and in the other study populations. No interaction term resulted statistically significant at p<0.05. However, it was decided not to introduce interaction terms in the final version of the paper because, in some situations, this procedure resulted in such a number of categories, for which beta coefficients had to be estimated, that all variables in the model lost their significance, mainly in the medical doctors' population. Try to consider, for example, the model in which specialization (4 categories) and type of work (5 categories) interact with each other, thus generating 20 categories. Considering this, it was decided not to estimate interactions in the multivariate regression models.

