Interview guide for key research team members 

Socio-demographics

1. Age: …………………

2. Sex: …………………

3. Title: (PI, Co-PI, Research Assistant, Study Coordinator, Study nurse, Study Counselor, Study manager e.t.c): ………………………………….

4. Highest level of education attained (Diploma, Bachelors, Masters, PhD, Post Doc): …………………………….

6. Discipline/area of specialization: ……………………

7. Any previous training in research ethics (specify – e.g. Human subject protection, Responsible conduct of research, GCP): ……………………………………………..

8. Years of experience in conducting research among persons with mental illness: ….. …………………..                
Introduction
1. Please tell me about the kind of research you are conducting among patients with schizophrenia and bipolar disorders.
2. Please tell me about the roles that you play in the research process.
3. Please describe your experience with obtaining informed consent among patients with schizophrenia and bipolar disorders.
4. As a researcher, what role do you play in the consenting process? Are you involved directly or do you delegate? 
5. Please describe the process or approach of obtaining informed consent from participants with schizophrenia and bipolar disorders.
6. What communication strategies do you find effective in explaining the research and consent process to individuals with mental illness? (How do you help patients to understand medical terms e.g. Schizophrenia, bipolar, psychosis)
