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	Variable
	Pilot study (n=20)
	Follow-up study (n=42)
	Diff. (CI)
	P value

	Mean age (total)
	65.10
	66.31
	-1.2 (-9.6-7.1)
	0.71

	Mean age (stroke)
	73.40
	66.62
	3.3 (-0.7-13.6)
	0.05

	Mean age (control)
	56.80
	66.00
	-6.6 (-23.5-5.1)
	0.19

	NIHSS (stroke)
	4.40
	2.52
	1.1 (-0.4-4.1)
	0.10

	SSS (stroke)
	48.40
	51.76
	-2.5 (-8.8-2.1)
	0.21

	% males (total)
	0.60
	0.60
	-
	1.00

	% males (stroke)
	0.50
	0.57
	-
	0.50

	% males (control)
	0.70
	0.62
	-
	1.00

	% stroke (total)
	0.50
	0.50
	-
	1.00

	% SAO (stroke)
	0.30
	0.52
	-
	0.22

	% LAA or CE (stroke)
	0.50
	0.33
	-
	0.45

	% dementia (control)
	0.50
	0.43
	-
	1.00

	% MS (control)
	0.30
	0.05
	-
	0.08

	% healthy (control)
	0.20
	0.43
	-
	0.26


NIHSS: National Institute of Health Stroke Scale; SAO: stroke caused by small-artery occlusion; LAA: stroke caused by large-artery atherosclerosis; CE: stroke caused by cardioembolism (all according to TAOST classification); MS: multiple sclerosis; healthy: patients with no evidence of CNS disease (e.g. polyneuropathy, benign headache or lower back pain). P values of differences in age and NIHSS are calculated with two-sided parametric T Test. P values of proportions are calculated with Fischer’s Exact Test.

