Additional file 3. Description of treatment-free period
The treatment-free period from the final dose/treatment of any previous therapy to the date of registration was as follows:
· Chemotherapy (including antibody drugs), 3 weeks 
· Nitrosourea or mitomycin C, 6 weeks
· Hormonal therapy, 3 weeks
· Radiation therapy, 3 weeks 
· Irradiation for bone metastasis (excluding pelvic irradiation) for pain relief and brain metastasis, 2 weeks
· Surgical therapy, 3 weeks 
· 2 weeks for less-invasive surgical procedures such as ostomy
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