Table 3: Surgeon and Experience Factors in diagnostic and non-diagnostic thyroid FNA
	Variable
	Number of FNA Performed (n=180)
	Diagnostic (n=139)
	Non-diagnostic (n=41)
	p-value

	Mean number of passes

	
	2.3
	2.1
	0.11

	Level of training
	Staff
	153

	86%

	80%
	0.44

	
	Fellow
	17
	12%
	10%
	1

	
	Resident
	10
	2%
	10%
	0.04

	Experience
	>50
	
	14%
	20%
	0.44


FNA = fine needle aspiration
Percentages are based on 131 patients, for a total of 180 nodules aspirated (139 diagnostic, 41 non-diagnostic).
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