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Appendix: Interview Protocol—Structure and Sample Questions
General questions about Majors
1. What do you think was the most influential factor in your decision to pursue a _______major?   
2. Over the course of your life, what experiences stand out as encouraging you toward majoring in STEM? 
Interest in STEM
1. How interested were you in STEM when you were very young? What contributed to this level of interest? 
2. Since you started community college, has your interest in STEM in general increased/decreased? If so, what do you think contributed to this shift?
Pedagogical Experiences and Interactions with Teachers
1. Do you think your HS math and science teachers cared about you and your learning?  Explain.
2. Do you feel your college math /science classes were taught well? Why or why not?
Identity and Confidence Issues
1. How do you think your math/science teachers in HS viewed your ability to do science? Did they think you are more or less able that you thought you were?
2. Think about your college science and math courses. Do you think you are more or less connected to your classmates than a typical student in the course?
Gender and Race Questions
1. Roughly, what percent of students in your intended major will be like you in terms of gender? 
2. Do you think the experience of pursuing a _____ major will be different for students of different racial/ethnic groups? If so, how? 


