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Relative testes mass
We gathered data on combined testes mass and body mass for male long-tailed finches from records provided by the Australian National Wildlife Collection, CSIRO (Australia). Testes data from the collection was in the form of length and width dimensions of the testes, which were converted to mass using the formula given in Dunn et al. (2001). From these data, we only selected data from adults and putatively breeding individuals (indicated by enlarged testes), and we used data on body mass from the same males. Moreover, we only utilised data from males clearly within the eastern or western regions of the species range. We are aware of the problems associated with using data on testes size from museum collections (e.g. Calhim and Birkhead 2007) and therefore present the results on testes size as preliminary and with a caveat. In this dataset, specific concerns include the small number of males sampled, lack of knowledge of breeding status (which is of particular concern in non-seasonal breeders such as these) and instances of missing data for one of the two testes. However, in the absence of any better information on testes mass for these species, we used all the data that we could find and suggest they are informative (at least preliminarily). 

References
Calhim, S., & Birkhead, T. R. (2007). Testes size in birds: quality versus quantity - assumptions, errors, and estimates. Behavioral Ecology, 18(1), 271–275.
Dunn, P. O., Whittingham, L. A., & Pitcher, T. E. (2001). Mating systems, sperm competition, and the evolution of sexual dimorphism in birds. Evolution, 55, 161–175.


Table S1. Data on testes dimensions, combined testes mass (CTM) following conversion to mass using formula in Dunn et al. (2001) and body mass from ANWC, CSIRO.
	Subspecies
	Left testis (mm)
	Right testis (mm)
	CTM 
(g)
	Body mass 
(g)

	P. a. acuticauda 
	3 x 2
	1 x 1
	0.0074
	18.5

	P. a. acuticauda 
	3 x 2
	3 x 2
	0.0137
	18.7

	P. a. acuticauda 
	4 x 2
	3 x 3
	0.0245
	13.0

	P. a. acuticauda 
	5 x 3
	3 x 3
	0.0410
	15.5

	P. a. acuticauda 
	4 x 4
	4 x 4
	0.0729
	14.2

	P. a. acuticauda 
	4 x 4
	4 x 4
	0.0729
	15.0

	P. a. hecki 
	3 x 3
	3 x 3
	0.0307
	13.5

	P. a. hecki 
	2 x 1.5
	2 x 1
	0.0037
	13.0

	P. a. hecki 
	2.4 x 0.7
	2.4 x 0.7
	0.0014
	14.0

	P. a. hecki 
	2 x 1
	2 x 1
	0.0023
	12.0

	P. a. hecki 
	5 x 3
	5 x 3
	0.0512
	15.0

	P. a. hecki 
	2 x 1
	1 x 1
	0.0017
	15.0

	P. a. hecki 
	4.5 x 3
	4.5 x 3
	0.0461
	14.0

	P. a. hecki 
	5 x 4
	4 x 3
	0.0660
	13.5

	P. a. hecki 
	7 x 5.6
	4 x 5
	0.1819
	14.0

	P. a. hecki 
	6 x 4
	6 x 4
	0.1093
	12.0

	P. a. hecki 
	2.5 x 1.5
	2.5 x 1.5
	0.0064
	14.0
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