Supplementary information
Fig. A1 Distribution of the study sites across a subalpine forest succession gradient in Wanglang National Nature Reserve on eastern Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. Figures b and c indicate the location of study region in China and Pingwu county, Figure a indicates the distribution of study sites at Wanglang National Nature Reserve. S1: Shrub forest; S2: Broad-leaved forest; S3: Mixed forest; S4: Early coniferous forest; S5: Mid-coniferous forest and S6: Nature coniferous forest.
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Table A1 Site characteristics across a successional gradient in the subalpine forest on eastern Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.
	Sites
	 Succession stages
	Coordinates
	Altitude
(m a.s.l.)
	Aspect
(º)
	Slope 
(º)
	Canopy cover (%)
	Dominant vegetations
	Plot number

	S1
	Shrub forest
	32°55'N, 104°08'E
	2483
	NE45
	0
	75
	H. rhamnoides
	3

	S2
	 Broad-leaved forest
	32°57'N, 104°07'E
	2601
	SW225
	13
	70
	B. platyphylla; 
B. albo-sinensis; 
B. utilis
	3

	S3
	Mixed forest
	32°57'N, 104°04'E
	2801
	ES115
	9
	60
	A. faxoniana; 
B. platyphylla
	3

	S4
	Early-coniferous forest
	32°59'N, 104°02'E
	2798
	N359
	9
	61
	A. Faxoniana; 
P. Purpurea
	3

	S5
	Mid-coniferous forest
	33°00'N, 104°01'E
	2885
	ES128
	50
	65
	A. faxoniana
	3

	S6
	Nature-coniferous forest
	32°52'N, 104°02'E
	3068
	SE150
	5
	62
	P. purpurea
	3




Table A2 Decay classes of woody debris 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Decay classes
	Criteria for evaluation

	Ⅰ
	Texture intact, circular, natural colour of wood, bark intact, log leaning on branches

	Ⅱ
	Texture intact, circular, natural colour of wood, bark slightly damaged, log begins to sink

	Ⅲ
	Texture larger hard fragments, circular, faded colour of wood, fragmented bark, almost entire log on the ground

	Ⅳ
	Texture small pieces, oval shape, faded colour of wood, no bark, entire log on the ground

	Ⅴ
	Texture soft and loose, oval shape, faded colour of wood, no bark, no branches <3 cm, entire on the ground


Modified from Błońska et al. (2018).
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