


	Appendix 1. Search strategy for identifying splenectomized malaria patients

	Database searched
	Platform 
	Years of coverage
	Records
	Records after duplicates removed

	Embase 
	Embase.com
	1971 - Present
	463
	201

	Medline ALL 
	Ovid 
	1946 - Present
	331
	330

	Web of Science Core Collection* 
	Web of Knowledge 
	1975 - Present
	259
	83

	Additional Search Engines: Google Scholar (100 top ranked)
	100
	69

	Total
	1153
	683


*Science Citation Index Expanded (1975-present) ; Social Sciences Citation Index (1975-present) ; Arts & Humanities Citation Index (1975-present) ; Conference Proceedings Citation Index- Science (1990-present) ; Conference Proceedings Citation Index- Social Science & Humanities (1990-present) ; Emerging Sources Citation Index (2005-present)
Search elements:
1. aspleny
1. malaria

















Embase  
('asplenia'/de OR 'splenectomy'/de OR (aspleni* OR splenectom* OR postsplenect* OR ((spleen*) NEAR/3 (agenesis* OR aplasi* OR resect* OR extirpat* OR absent OR absence* OR dysfunction* OR missing))):ab,ti,kw) AND ('malaria'/exp OR 'Plasmodium knowlesi'/de OR 'Plasmodium malariae'/de OR 'Plasmodium ovale'/de OR 'Plasmodium vivax'/de OR 'Plasmodium falciparum'/exp OR (malaria* OR ((plasmodi*) NEAR/3 (infect* OR knowlesi OR malariae OR ovale OR vivax OR falciparum*))):ab,ti,kw) NOT ([animals]/lim NOT [humans]/lim)
Medline
(Splenectomy/ OR (aspleni* OR splenectom* OR postsplenect* OR ((spleen*) ADJ3 (agenesis* OR aplasi* OR resect* OR extirpat* OR absent OR absence* OR dysfunction* OR missing))).ab,ti,kf.) AND (exp Malaria/ OR Plasmodium knowlesi/ OR Plasmodium malariae/ OR Plasmodium ovale/ OR Plasmodium vivax/ OR Plasmodium falciparum/ OR (malaria* OR ((plasmodi*) ADJ3 (infect* OR knowlesi OR malariae OR ovale OR vivax OR falciparum*))).ab,ti,kf.) NOT (exp animals/ NOT humans/)
Web of Science
TS=(((aspleni* OR splenectom* OR postsplenect* OR ((spleen*) NEAR/2 (agenesis* OR aplasi* OR resect* OR extirpat* OR absent OR absence* OR dysfunction* OR missing)))) AND ((malaria* OR ((plasmodi*) NEAR/2 (infect* OR knowlesi OR malariae OR ovale OR vivax OR falciparum*)))) NOT ((animal* OR rat OR rats OR mouse OR mice OR murine OR dog OR dogs OR canine OR cat OR cats OR feline OR rabbit OR cow OR cows OR bovine OR rodent* OR sheep OR ovine OR pig OR swine OR porcine OR veterinar* OR chick* OR zebrafish* OR baboon* OR nonhuman* OR primate* OR cattle* OR goose OR geese OR duck OR macaque* OR avian* OR bird* OR fish*) NOT (human* OR patient* OR women OR woman OR men OR man)))
Google Scholar
asplenia|asplenic malaria -animal -mouse -mice 




